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Vis Medicatrix Nature. 


By John E. Clark, M. D., Detroit, Mich., Professor of Medical Chem 
istry and Physics, in the Michigan College of Medicine 


HE tendency of the present day to seek specifics 

for the various ills that flesh is heir to, to attribute 
recovery from disease to the particular virtue of 
some animal, vegetable or mineral substance admin- 
istered during the course of that disease, and to arro- 
gate to some migratory specific virtues possessed 
by nature alone, is what is doing much to bring our 
present therapeutics into disrepute. 

Physicians are but the handmaids of nature ; their 
duty being to assist her in her endeavors to over- 
come the effect of violations of her laws—to assist 
in some and retard in others, her efforts to regulate 
the system, and by an intelligent understanding 
of her modus operandi, draw her efforts to a 
satisfactory conclusion. I shall endeavor to point 
out a few of the many methods adopted by nature to 
overcome disease and repair injury, leaving more to 
be considered at some future occasion. 

An incident that came under my observation some 
time ago, impressed me as a suitable illustration of 
this inherent power of nature. I, with a number of 
others, was gazing upon a beautiful glass steam 
engine, admiring the beauty and symmetry of its 
parts, the harmony of its movements, the rythmical 
escape of steam at every throb of the piston; the 
graceful revolutions of the balance-wheel on its axle, 
when a pin gave way, the movement in conse- 
quence rapidly increased ; the regular motion became 
jerky and violent ; the beats of the piston became ac- 
celerated ; the steam escaped in short, quick gasps; 
the balance-wheel revolved with greater rapidity, 
and everything gave token of impending disaster, 
when as we looked the increased action and accelera- 
ted motion called into play another set of move- 
Ments intrinsic in the machine, but hidden from our 
View, with the obvious intent of preventing disaster, 
and with success. The tumult is subdued, the quick, 
exhaustive action is under control, and in a short 
time everything is working as harmoniously as at 
first. We can perceive an analogy between the en- 
gine with its various and intricate moments, the con- 
cord and consonance of its different parts with physi- 
ology, the confusion, the increased wear and tear, 

4 Pathology, and the set of movements called into 
4 play for controlling and restoring the machine to its 
former equilibrium, the vis medicatrix nature. It is 


this inherent power I wish to consider this evening, 
and I shall endeavor to do from the surgeon’s stand- 
point, as affording an easier mode of illustrating 
the argument. 

Nature works in various ways to attain her object, 
and her methods are usually wisely taken. She is re 
stricted by no code of ethics ; no pathy confines her 
powers ; no doubt or uncertainty characterizes het 
actions, if her services are required they are instantly 
tendered. She sets at work without delay and al 
most invariably succeeds in accomplishing her object. 
Let us suppose a piece of wood or other extraneous 
substance be introduced into a living part. Instantly 
the powers of nature are called into action to procure 
its dislodgment, and what takes place? We notice at 
at oncean alteration of the part with perversion of 
nerve action; a change takes place in the action and 
calibre of vessels supplying the part, an increase in the 
quantity of blood, and atendency tostart an effusion 
and formation of pus, which by a law of nature is dis 
charged on the surface, carrying with it the cause 
of trouble. Coagulable lymph ; or fibrinous matter is 
now thrown out, cicatricial tissue is now formed, 
and nature, unaided, has performed a cure. Again, 
suppose an abscess deep in the lower part of the 
neck, pus is formed, but, owing to the firm, inelastic 
nature of the deep fascia, it is unable to reach an 
outlet on the surface. According to the law of gravi 
tation, we would suppose that diffuse suppuration 
occurring the pleura would be attacked, an opening 
effected, which would undoubtedly prove fatal. 
But such is not the rule; if prevented from coming 
to the surface it seeks the oesophagus or trachea, 
and is there discharged, while the arteries and 
veins passing through the diseased portion are pro- 
tected by a covering—a deposit of lymph—from re- 
ceiving injury. 

Again, the separation of dead bone, and its exfolia- 
tion, are most interesting phenomena. This is 
confined almost always, however, to where the piece 
of bone to be extruded is peripheral ; where it is in 
vaginated within old or new bone the procees is tar- 
dy or impossible ; impossible. without surgical aid. 
Let us examine the processes adopted by nature for 
this purpose. Inflammatory action is set up so as 
to form a true line of demarcation and separation 
in the substance of the bone, which is still living, 
and which is immediately contiguous to that which has 
lostits vitality. A groove is gradually formed around 
the edge of the sequestrum by the disintegration of the 
earthy matter of the living bone, which is carried off by 
the pus formed in the course of process ; plastic matter 
is now thrown out, from which granulations are 
formed that constitute a barrier between the dead 
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and living bone. The sequestrum being detached 
by the formation of this line of separation, nature 
now takes steps for its ultimate expulsion from the 
body which is affected by the granulations formed 
below, pushing it to the surface or out of the cavi- 
ty in which it lies. 

Suppose, for some reason, a limb is attacked 
with gangrene, a part is dead, the rest living and 
active. The presence of the putrid, decomposing 
sphacelus will tend greatly to prolong recovery. 
What is nature’s method to rid herself of the in- 
cubus ? She seems to be aware that it is iujurious 
to the system, and instantly sets about its separa- 
tion. The instrument employed is the inflamma- 
tory process, and a species of ulceration, extending 
through the line of demarcation, loosing the slough 
or necrosed tissue by absorption of that layer of liv- 
ing tissue which lies next to it. She cuts, as witha 
knife, quickly in the case of skin tissue and vessels, 
and more slowly in tendons and bones, but none the 
less surely. She makes her own flaps, ties her own ar- 
teries, erects a barrier of plastic exudate between the 
dead and living tissue, and shapes the stump; not 
as artistically as the surgeon perhaps, but still suffi- 
ciently precise to be of avail to its possessor in time 
of need. 

Again, let us consider that terrible disease, intus- 
susception. Here, it is true, nature often fails to 
procure recovery, but still an effort is made, and 
in many cases successfully. A portion of intestine 
has been received into the lower, forming ‘‘ pro- 
gressive intussusception.”” The efforts of the science 
of medicine and surgery are often at fault; a posi- 
tive diagnosis is difficult or impossible, and too often 
the patient is treated on general principles. 
are nature’s therapeutics? ‘‘ A portion of her bowel 
is caught in a trap and the whole frame is in danger 
of perishing. What does the animal with his foot 
fixed in the steel trap and the step of the hunter 
approaches? The creature gnaws through the limb 
and leaving a portion of his foot in the trap, leaps 


What | 


thankfully away; and so with nature, only some- | 


” 


thing more.” The intestine caught in the trap goes on 
to ulceration, the inflammatory operation mentioned 
before cuts off the offending bowel, the plastic exu- 
date causes adhesion, restoring and uniting the cut 
sufaces, and the exfoliated intestine either remains 
to be absorbed or is discharged per rectum, or by 
other channels which nature will provide. 
of bowel is caught in a trap; she cannot untie it, so 
she skillfully cuts it off and contentedly performs her 
actions without it. 

Let us look for a moment on this reparative and 
formative process. The two are so closely allied in 
the economy of nature that we will consider them 
conjointly. 
as exhibited in necrosis and the formation of new 


bone. The process adopted by nature for the res- 


A portion | 


Let us examine the reparative process 


toration of the integrity of bone, a portion of | 


which has necrosed varies, according to the extent 
of loss of substance. 
lamella of the shaft die, constituting central necrosis, 
the outer layer of bone becomes greatly consolidated 
and thickened by osseous matter deposited from the 
periosteum, in which, in the majority of cases, small 


circular or oval apertures termed ch/oace form for | 


the ultimate extrusion of the sequestrum. One can- 


not but be surprised at this admirable provision of 
nature, the growth of new bone synchronous with 


If the whole of the inner | 


the death and removal oftheold. ‘‘ We are not tobe 
off with the old before we are on with the new. Both 
structures are ready together, the old to turn its head 
and pass away, and the new to put its shoulder to the 
burden. So soon as the bone was struck dead and 
began to be detached, so soon has a temporary sup- 
port commenced by an active bustle in the living 
parts around.” 

A case under my care in the State hospital some 
three years ago, will illustrate the point. The upper 
third of the shaft of the femur had necrosed—become 
useless, and must be put away. 
ture had been at work for a number of years, and 
her endeavors to effect unaided, a cure, were appar- 
ently futile. Examination proved, however, this 
delay to have been the wisest course. Had the 
changes incidental to soft tissue taken place, anda 
separation by sloughing occurred, we can easily per- 
ceive it would have been disastrous so far as the use 
of the leg was concerned. But time was given for sub- 
stitute bone to form and at the same time the weight 
bearing properties of the old bone economized until a 
substitute was formed. Nature at times may appear 
to act strange, or to our judgment eccentric; in some 
cases she requires time, and works with irritating de- 
liberation, while in others apparently far more com- 
plicated and difficult she completes her cure with won- 
derful rapidity and precision. In illustration I will 
refer to the case quoted, where but little progress had 
been made for some nine years, until assisted by the 
surgeon’s art. On the other hand, a case of anchylo- 
sis of elbow joint for which excision was adopted, 
will confirm the latter part of my assertion. In this 
case nature in the short space of six weeks supplied 
some three inches of new bone, as well as a new el- 
bow joint with all its admirable mechanism of flexion, 
extension, pronation and supination, coupled with a 
degree of strength that bid fair to rival its fellow of 
the opposite side. 

We find another instance of this reparative power 
in the union of fractured bones, which is con- 
ducted by plastic material deposited by a process of 
adhesive inflammation set up in the injured part, its 
periosteum, Haversian canals, medullary tissue, and 
surrounding parts, the whole strictly analagous to the 
healing of wounds by cicatricial tissue. The broken 
fragments become surrounded by a considerable ex- 
travasation of blood, which undergoes absorption, and 
lymph is thrown out in and around the medullary 
canal, which gradually undergoes ossification, Asa 
provision against accident during the healing, we 
have the provisional callous, a temporal adjustment 
on the outside of the broken ends of the bone, binding 
them more firmly together. The fracture is by this 
time becoming firm, while within this outer cement 
nature is at work leisurely reconstructing and ap- 
proximating both tissue and bone. This done, the 
apparatus of temporary adjustment binding it on 
the outside, is taken down, and, being no longer 
needed, is removed by absorption. Ultimately, the 
bone recovers its normal state, unless, as is some- 
times the case with the lower animals and the human 
ribs, there has been a tendency to motion and dis- 
placement, when a larger provisional callous is 
thrown out, part of which may never be absorbed, 
and becomes permanent. 

The protective power of nature deserves a slight 
consideration. It is well illustrated in the burse 
that form on different parts of the body to protect it 
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from friction and undue pressure. The ischia of the 
tailor, the elbows of the miner, the housemaid’s 
knee,ethe dependent portion of the foot in talipes, 
and the extremity of a stump in amputation, are thus 
supplied. 

A bullet or other foreign substance is imbedded 
in the soft tissues of the body, nature puts forth her 
extrusive power, but finds herself unequal to the 
task of removing it. What does she do? What 
doacolony of bees on discovering a slug ensconced 
in the hive, to prevent further damage? They en- 
case and cover him with a plastic material, restrict- 
ing his movements and isolating him from the rest 
of the hive. So with nature, after finding her at- 
tempts at extrusion nugatory she sets at work at the 
next best thing. The living membrane of the ab- 
scess becomes the restraining envelope of the bullet. 
In fact it becomes encysted, and its mischief is con- 
fined to its original site. 

Such is but a feeble sketch, faint in outline and 
meagre in detail, of the wonderful Vis Medicatrix 
Nature. The innate power is wholly independent of 
and unknown by, the patient, and, to a great extent, 
unaffected by his volition, removed from the play of 
physical forces, and, as we have shown in some in- 
stances. opposed to them. 

A more intelligent appreciation of these facts gen- 
erally would open a new era in the history of thera- 
peutics, and would be a step nearer the time when 
“‘pathies’’ shall be abolished, and all professional 
men unite on abroad rational basis, instead of, as at 
present, a large number wasting time like Ponce de 
Leon of old in the search for a 


‘ 


‘spring of eternal 
youth,” in the shape of impotent and nugatory 
specifics. 
erica 
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Medical Jottings. 





From our London Correspondent 





oo has of late been a severe epidemic of 
whooping cough here in London. In a single 
week 248 deaths were registered from this cause alone, 
a far higher number than has ever been registered 
in any previous week on record. [ hear that 
several practitioners have been using the drosera 
rotundifolia with success. 

At the annual meeting of the Medical Society 
of London, held on March Ist, a spirited discus- 
sion arose on the treatment of that most distress- 
ing affection, pruritis vulve. A plan warmly ad- 
vocated was to smear the part with calomel oint- 
ment and then to dust it over with a mixture of 
one part of camphor and four of starch. A fellow 
advocated the use of peppermint water as a topical 
application, and spoke in the highest possible 
terms of the great benefit that had resulted in 
several cases under his care from the internal ad- 
ministration of the fluid extract of urtica. There 


are several other modes of treatment that might | 


be mentioned, one of the best being a chloroform 
pomade, made as follows: Chloroform, two drachms; 
glycerine, half an ounce; lard, an ounce and a 
half. It may be scented in any way that may be 
found agreeable, and should be applied frequently. 
A good lotion for either pruritus ani or vulve is: 
Carbonate of soda, two drachms ; hydrochlorate of 
morphia, sixteen grains; dilute hydrocyanic acid, 
half an ounce ; glycerine, two ounces; water, to 
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eight ounces. To be dabbed frequently on the 
parts. This often proves of use, but urtica has 
undoubtedly the merit of simplicity. 

A rapid cure for a cold has been published by 
Dr. Rudolf, in the Gazetta Medica Italiana. Being 
seized with a severe coryza he happened to chew 
one or two twigs of the eucalyptus, at the same 
time swallowing the saliva secreted, which had a 
bitter and aromatic flavor. To his surprise he 
found that in the course of half an hour the nasal 
catarrh had disappeared. Some days later he was 
seized with another attack from a fresh exposure 
to cold, when the same treatment was followed 
by an equally fortunate result. He then prescribed 
the remedy to several of his patients, all of whom 
were benefited in the same way. He believes 
that this treatment is only suitable in acute 
cases. 

In a recent number of the British Medical Jour- 
nal—the organ of the British Medical Association 
—there is commenced a series of leaders on ‘* Re- 
cent Studies in Therapeutics.” The first is entitled 
‘*Picrotoxine and its Properties,” and deals with 
the recent introduction, by Dr. Murrell, of the 
alkaloid of cocculus Indicus as a remedy for the 
night-sweating of phthisis. Picrotoxine is usually 
administered in one-sixtieth grain doses, either in 
pill or solution, and has been found of considera- 
ble service, in somewhat larger doses, in the treat- 
ment of chorea, epilepsy, and other diseases of 
the nervous system. 

The next annual meeting of the British Medical 
Association, which now numbers some eight thous- 
and members, will be held at Cambridge, in 
August, under the presidency of Dr. Humpry, the 
Professor of Anatomy at the university. It is a 
curious circumstance that, although there are sec- 
tions on medicine, surgery, obstetric medicine, 
public medicine, psychology, physiology, pathology, 
ophthalmology, etc., there is no special department 
devoted to materia medica and therapeutics, or the 
introduction of new remedies. The meeting is 
likely to be largely attended, and foreign visitors 
will, I am sure, be warmly welcomed. 

In a recent number of the British Medical Jour- 
nal Dr. Berkart speaks in high terms of quebracho 
as a remedy for dyspnoea. He tried it in cases 
in which the dyspnoea was associated with emphy- 
sema of the lungs, atheroma of the arteries and 
degeneration of the cardiac muscles, and in every 
case the quebracho afforded immediate relief. In 
three minutes after the administration of the drug 
the pulse became somewhat fuller, but not increased 
in frequency; the patients felt their breathing 
easier; the face was flushed and a gentle perspira- 
tion appeared on the forehead. Slight drowsiness 
and inclination to sleep were noticed. These symp- 
toms soon subsided, but the breathing continued 
to be much improved. 

Some discussion has recently taken place in the 
medical papers on the best mode of treating chill- 
blains, and the following formula has been highly 
recommended: Oil of cajeput, strong liquor am- 
moniz, of each a drachm; compound soap liniment, 
three ounces. This, if applied hot, is found to 
keep the enemy at bay and minimize discomfort. 
Another good mode of treatment is the local ap- 
plication of capsicum, either in the form of tincture 
or plaster, 


k 
f 
' 


—— 


838 


A report has been issued by the committee ap- 
pointed by the Clinical Society to ascertain what 
deleterious effects followed the prolonged and con- 
tinued use of chloral in ordinary doses. Seventy 
special replies and three printed papers were re- 
ceived in reply to about a thousand circulars dis- 
tributed throughout the profession. Twenty-nine 
correspondents stated that after extensive experi- 
long continued doses no ill 
effects had been observed. Fourteen answers re- 
corded cases in which nervous debility, mental 
enfeeblement and convulsive seizures appeared to 
chloral. In cases cardiac 
derangement was noticed, and in six, digestive 
disturbances were attributed to the the 
drug. Nine correspondents gave details of cases 
in which they observed itching of the skin and a 
lichenous eruption, as well as deep flushing of the 
face and head as after the moderate use of stimulants. 
Two replies indicated the possibility of urinary 
irritation being produced by chloral. Inquiry 
amongst some of the leading druggists of the me- 
tropolis failed to show any abuse by the public of 
the facilities enjoyed by them of purchasing chloral 


ence of chloral in 


follow the use of two 


use of 


without restriction. 

The eighth edition of Ringer’s Therapeutics is 
It is wonderfully popular here, and has 
He has several new chapters, 
notably nitro-glycerine and its use in 
angina pectoris. He enters very fully into the 
consideration of the physiological action of jabo. 
randi and its alkaloid, pilocarpine, but says com- 


just out. 
an enormous sale. 


one on 


paratively little concerning their practical appli- 
cation. He agrees with Dr. Murrell in recom- 
mending picrotoxine as a remedy for the night- 


sweating of phthisis. Speaking of grindelia robusta 
he says that although his own experience of it 
has been slight, it is favorable, and accords with 
the high opinion of it expressed by many of his 


medical friends. 
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New Remedies. 


By J. H. Egan, M.D., Pulaski, Tenn 


Por some time past I have utilized every oppor- 
tunity in testing the value of certain of the new 
remedies which have recently been brought to the 
notice of the profession. In all cases I have used 
the drug alone or mixed with water, elixir or syrup, 
and therefore the results are directly traceable to it. 
I have long since discarded the ‘‘shot-gun”’ pres- 
criptions and depend as largely as may be upon the 
effects of one article. 

Manaca.—This, as the profession have been in- 
formed, is the root of the Franciscea uniflora, and 
is officinal in the Brazilian Dispensatory. The dose 
is from five to twenty grains; and I prefer to prescribe 
the minimum dose repeated frequently. I used the 
form of a fluid extract mixed with simple elixir and 
given every two hours. 

BR Ext. Manace fl. 3 jss. 
Elixir. simplicis, q.s.,ad. 3 ij 
M. Sig. A teaspoonful every two hours. 

I have used it in three cases of chronic and one of 
acute rheumatism, in all of which the recovery was 
rapid and complete. Headache was the first effect 
of the administration, but this was at once relieved 


by strong coffee ;: in a few hours a gentle perspi- 
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ration broke out which continued for about twelve 
hours, and then a rapid amelioration of the symp- 
toms followed. In one case where the knee joint 
was much swollen as the result of an attack twelve 
months previous, the swelling disappeared 
tirely in one night, and two days thereafter the pa- 
tient took a horseback ride of fifty miles. As the re- 
sult of my experience, limited though it has been to 
three cases, I feel as though I cannot recommend 
this remedy too highly in the treatment of both forms 
of rheumatism, both acute and chronic. It has cer- 
tainly acted like a specific in this affection if it be pos- 
sible to have such a thing. 

Cascara Sagrada,—So much has been written upon 
this remedy and so commonly is it now used that it 
seems like piling Pelion upon Ossa for me to say 
Suffice it to say it is used 


en- 


any more in its praise. 
for constipation and answers the purpose admirably. 
A preparation of this drug been issued 
under the name of this 
elegant preparation and effectually removes the only 
objection to its use in the form of fluid extract, viz., 
its bitter taste. 

Rhus Aromatica.—This plant belongs to the sumach 
family. The fresh bark of the root is alone employ- 
ed in medicine. From my provings I am satisfied 
that it isa remedy of great value. It fills a hiatus in 
medicine ; its effects are the sum of several drugs. 
The dose is from five to thirty grains. I use the 
fluid extract and find it an astringent and tonic, act- 
ing upon the mucous lining and the sphincter of the 
bladder. In enuresis it takes the place of benzoic 
acid, belladonna and ergot; in diarrhoea it excels 
all astringents. In diabetes mellitus, for which it is 
recommended, I obtained no beneficial results. I had 
a patient on diabetic diet and sulphide of calcium ; 
I substituted rhus aromatica, but as this patient 
got worse under its use I discontinued it. 

Mr. H., had been affected with incontinence of 
urine for several years ; he was compelled to wear 
a urinal day and night; I put him on minimum 
doses of the rhus and in one week he was cured. 
In another case of incontinence of urine two doses 
effected a cure. 

In enteritis the astringent action of the drug is 
so great that it requires to be modified by a laxa- 
tive. Mr. L. has been troubled with chronic diar- 
rhoea for twelve years. He contracted malarial 
poisoning in the Mississippi swamps ; after recover- 
ing from this he was attacked with enteritis chronica, 
from which he has never recovered. He is very 
weak, exsanguinated, face haggard, complexion 
sallow, has seven to eight passages daily, always 
more or less bloody. I put him on a beef and 
milk diet and gave minute doses of the rhus. He 
complained that the astringent effect was too great 
and I was necessitated to couple it with mild laxa- 
tives. 


has 


cascara cordial ; is an 


plant is 
is from 


Berberis Aquifolium.—The root of the 
what is used in medicine. The 
fifteen to thirty grains. I invariably use the fluid 
extract. As there are many spurious articles in the 
market, I would recommend persons using it to pur- 
chase the product of some manufacturer whose 
name is in itself a sufficient guarantee of the ex- 
cellence of the preparation. Although it is one of 


dose 


the most powerful alteratives we have, I combine 
it with corydalis and the other alterative remedies. 
It is indicated in all cases requiring constitutional 























treatment, as syphilis, scrofula, struma, catarrh and 
skin diseases. Whenever you have an impurity in the 
blood, no matter how produced, use bderberis aqui- 
folium as an eliminant. The utility of the drug is 
now placed beyond doubt; it has outlived its trial 
of skepticism, and is one of the standard fluid ex- 
tracts on every price list. 

Damiana.—Dr. Gross, of Philadelphia, says: 
‘‘Reduced sexual power, from whatever cause it may 
f maladies 


arise, is one of the most distressing 


and is therefore entitled to the deepest sympathy 


and consideration of the honest practitioner, by 


whom, unfortunately it is rarely discussed 


The question is, have we any remedy for the 
cure of loss of sexual power? I answer, we have. 
Damiana possesses that power. It is a plant indi- 
genous to Mexico, where it is much used to stimu- 
late the sexual organs. I use the fluid extract. 
Damiana has a specific action in seminal emis- 
sions, loss of sexual power, prostatitis, prostator- 
rhoea, and on the uterus. I have used it in over 
one hundred of such cases and have always been 
satisfied with the result. I will mention two cases 
showing the effect of the remedy B. W., book- 
keeper, xt. 23, erection ; 


want of : 
could ascertain no cause for this; was 


healthy in 


complained of 


every other I put him on teaspoonful 


doses fluid extract damiana four times daily. In 


respect ; 


three days he reported himself better and in two 
weeks well. The second case was B. L., a law- 
had seminal emissions day and night ; 
health 
applied 


yer, 2t.. 22 5 
was unable to copulate for want of erection ; 
bad. I put him on pil. phosphorus comp. ; 
electricity ; and made him wear one of Trosseau’s 
rectal pessaries. He derived no benefit from the 
treatment. I then 
fluid extract damiana five times daily, and in one 


directed teaspoonful doses of 
week he began to improve, and by continued use 
for five weeks declared himself cured. 

I have many cases in my note book in which I 
have used damiana as a uterine tonic with the most 
happy results 

> 
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Cereus Bonplandii in Neuraigia. 


By R. E. Kunze, M.D., New York, 


b E longer we study the range and action of any 

one remedy, the more we become satisfied that the 
field of therapeutics is still enshrouded by a mantle of 
darkness. An explanation for this lack of desirable 


light may be found in the accepted, not to say uni- 


versal, custom of physicians, that a remedy, not 
coming to us through the time-honored channel of 
regular endorsement by authors and teachers of the 
practice of medicine, should not even have the slight- 
est claim to value attached thereto. This gives only 
a remote idea, of what those infallible sages of moss- 
grown memory would have the young tyro believe 
to be true. But, thanks to the amount of freedom of 
thought indulged in by the average child of our free 
soil, such pronunciamentoes impose no shackles on 
the physician of to-day. 

The actions of man are in acordance with his sur- 
roundings, and in the treatment of the sick, the re- 
medies to be used should meet every condition in 
order to have success. In battling with neurotic 
affections we find that the latest views regarding the 
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pathology of this disease have not furnished the phy- 
sician with any better clue towards a successful issue 
with this all increasing complaint of modern life, 
than did the astrologers of the classical East. It is 
not my desire to discuss either the cause or pathology 
of neuralgia. Volumes treating of this have been 
written. I shall confine myself to a more vital topic— 
the successsful treatment of neuralgia—and hope that 
I may be able to present my views in a nutshell. 
Ever since I seriously studied the therapeutical ap 
plication of the cacti, I could not help but notice the 
kind responses from the use of cereus bonplandi, in 
all conditions in which the sympathetic nervous sys- 
tem was involved to any extent. Such results were 
best observed in neuralgia of the heart—the angina 
pectoris of the older writers. 1 have been repeated- 
ly asked to give to the profession more of the range 
of action of cereus bonplandii. I had hoped that 
others would help me in diffusing such knowledge, 
and it is only in response to such letters as the sub- 
joined that I now come to the front again. Under 
date of September 22, 1879, R. W. Geddes, M. D., 
of Winchester, Mass., wrote to me as follows 
‘Dear Sir:—I am again out of that valuable 
agent, cereus bonplandii. I have been as saving 
of the last as I possibly could be, as you then in- 
formed me that it was difficult for you to find enough 
for the necessary demand. 
remember, that I livein a region about 1200 feet above 
the level of the sea, which tends materially to the de- 
velopment of nervous diseases. To this add the 


But, you will please to 


fearful and long-continued strain our people had to 
endure as a result of the war, and the severe pressure 
from the financial depression of the last six years, and 
you may have some idea of the number who have 
had superadded to their trials nervous derangement 
of the heart’s action, as the result of these combined 
influences. Believe me, Ido not know how to meet 
many of these sad cases without this beautiful agent.” 

The success of this mature’and experienced prac 
titioner of the old Bay State is so generally known 
throughout the New England States, that to comment 
upon the above statement would seem so be en- 
tirely superfluous. I will now cite a recent case 
in practice, thereby hoping that others will either 
follow me in approval or condemnation of the 
views I hold regarding the range of action of 
cereus bonplandii. 

Mrs. D., xt. 29, of the nervo-sanguine tempera- 
ment, was recommended to avail herself of my 
services. The patient was the mother of three 
children. 
cold, resulting in facial neuralgia, and having ex- 
hausted the skill of her family physician, she next tried 
friendly advice ; anodynes, patent medicines, fomen- 
tations of hops and vinegar to the parts were tried 
in turn, but all to no purpose. Did not rest well 
at night ; worried and fretful in the day time. Lit- 


Some two weeks ago she contracted a 


tle ones around her aggravated her fretfulness so 
that she could scarcely bear the cry of her five months 
old nursling. She had previously suffered from neu- 
ralgia while carrying her second child, also during 
the utero-gestation of her last, which when born 
only weighed three pounds ! 
bid excitement, and nourished in a highly excited 
state of existence, is it a wonder that the coming 


Begotten during mor- 


generation is of such a delicate and sensitive organi 
zation? Surely anodynes are not the remedies in 
such cases ; they merely postpone the settlement of 


q 
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a debt physicians owe to suffering humanity. My 
patient was suffering from tic douloureux, in which 
the dental branches of the left tri-facial nerve were 
primarily affected. Pains shot rapidly along the 
inferior dental nerve, commencing anteriorly to the 
angle of the inferior maxillary bone, and darting off 
in numerous upward directions towards the superior 
maxillary, orbital, and temporal regions. A sup- 
pressed scream while relating her sufferings, indi- 
At times the pain- 
transferred to 


cated the climax of a paroxysm. 
ful affection would be momentarily 
the right side of her face, as if to balance undue suf- 
fering. The skin had a quivering appearance. 
every nerve-fibre seemed as if bent on mischief, and 
the face of the patient was bathed in anguish.  Al- 
though there had only been one peristaltic movement 
in three days, I did not interfere then with the con- 
dition of her bowels. My attention was first di- 
rected to the entire alleviation of pain and I pres- 


cribed : 
R Tinct. cerei bonplandii = ss. 
Sig. Take five drops every hour in water until re- 
lieved. 
Saw the patient again at 10 Pp. M., of same day and 
found her smiling and radiant with joy. She had 
noticed a decided change after the third dose. Later 


in the day the surface of her entire body became 
warm ; the features assumed a natural, buoyant ap- 
pearance, with a tranquility about them that denoted 
entire satisfaction. She admitted that it was the 
first time in two weeks she enjoyed such a return of 
health. All former anxiety and nervousness had for- 
saken her. 1 recommended the use of the same medi- 
cine in doses of two hours apart, and I have not been 
apprised of a recurrence of the malady. 

For an obstreperous case or one devoid of that 
faith which some physicians claim 1s essentially ne- 
cessary so that their medicines may prove effective, 
you can have recoursé beside the above treatment to 
local means as well. As an embrocation the follow- 
ing is very good: 

BR Tinct. aconiti rad. 
Tinct. arnicz ij 

Mix and apply to the affected parts every 

Or recourse may be had to stronger, like 


3) 
few 
hours. 
this : 
Chloroformi, 
Ol. camphoratz, 
Ol. cajeputi, 
Tinct. aconiti rad., #4 3 ij. 

Mix in the order as mentioned, and apply three to 
four times a day. Another good result to be expect- 
ed from such external applications, is that you there- 
by prevent the patient from using patent medicines 
or following kindly the of sympathizing 
friends, who are sure to undervalue the services of 


advice 


the best of physicians. 

In order to insure success, I would advise the prac- 
titioner to be particular in the selection from the vari- 
Un- 
principled parties have attempted to injure the repu- 


ous preparations of cereus found in the market. 


tation we have made forcereus bonplandii, by offer- 
ing spurious preparations. 


-———. 


{Written for The Therapeutic Gazette.] 
Duboisia Myoporoides. 


By C. J. Lundy, M. D., Professor of Clinical Diseases of the Eye, and 
of Diseases of the Ear and Throat in the Michigan College of 
Medicine, and Ophthalmic and Aural Surgeon in Charge of 
the Michigan Free Eye and Ear Infirmary, Detroit 


UBOISIA, an alkaloid obtained from the plant 
duboisia myoporoides, is at present attracting 
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| tient,” a four-grain 





some attention from the profession, and particularly 
from those who confine themselves to ophthalmic prac- 
tice. Judging from what little has been written con- 
cerning this drug, there has, in many instances, been 
a lack of careful observation regarding its physiologi- 
cal action. By one writer it is stated ‘‘that it pro- 
duces no dryness of the throat ;”’ by another, that 
it ‘‘ produces no local irritation,” and by a third that 
idiosyncrasy on the part of the pa 


6 


owing to some 
solution ‘‘ produced vertigo,” 
etc., etc. It is not my intention at the present to 
inflict the readers of the GAZETTE with any lengthy 
remarks upon this drug, and I shall content myself 
with giving a few notes of a case taken from my 
case-book. 

Miss B. K., zt. 
good general health, was sent to consult me bya 
leading practitioner of this city. She had suffered 
from recurring attacks of blepharitis 
with slight catarrhal ophthalmia for some months 
before I saw her. Supposing these abnormal condi- 
tions to be the result of, and dependent upon, an er- 
ror of refraction (which proved to be the case,) I 
dropped into each eye two drops of a solution of 
sulphate of duboisia (grs. ij ad 3j). Dilatation of 
the pupils began in six and a half minutes. At the 
end of twelve minutes the drops were instilled a 
In fifteen minutes the pupils were wide- 


22, of robust constitution, and 


marginalis, 


second time. 
ly dilated, and there was beginning paralysis of ac- 
commodation (ciliary muscle). The patient could 
still read ‘‘ Jeger No. 1,” but with difficulty. In 
eighteen minutes the pupils were dilated ad maximum. 
In twenty minutes paralysis of the ciliary muscle 
was well marked, and patient could read ‘‘ Jeger No. 
12,” but not distinctly. In twenty-five minutes she 
could read nothing smaller than Jeger No. 14. At 
the end of thirty-five minutes, ophthalmoscopic ex- 
amination showed the retinal veins to be decidedly 
larger than before the drops were used. In forty 
minutes she could read Jeger No. 18, but with diffi- 
culty. In forty-five minutes the patient complained 
of dizziness and dryness of the mouth and throat. One 
hour after first instillation, two drops were again put in- 
to each eye, making in all six drops in eacheye. At this 
time there was evident dilatation of the ciliary ves- 
sels, and the retinal veins were considerably engorg- 
ed. In one hour and fifteen minutes the mouth and 
throat had become so intensely dry that the patient 
experienced some difficulty in articulation, and the 
vertigo had so increased that patient’s gait was quite 
uncertain. One hour and a half after first instilla- 
tion the patient complained of a burning sensation 
in the throat with distressing dryness. Within the 
next half hour these symptoms became slightly more 
marked. At this time (two hours from first 
she had become so vertiginous that I was obliged to 
assist her down the steps from my office. Three 
hours later she returned to my office, and by this 
time the dryness of the mouth and throat and the 
burning sensation in the latter had in part disappeared. 
The paralysis of accommodation was complete, and 
was found to be only slightly greater than when pa- 
tient left the office three hours before. The vertigo 
had mostly but not fully disappeared. A four-grain 
solution of the sulphate of atropia was now used in 
each eye with a view of determining whether the 
ciliary muscle had been completely paralyzed by the 
duboisia. The atropia was used twice on that day, 
several times on the day following, and even on the 


seance), 
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third day, but no change in the range or power of ac- 
commodation was manifest, showing quite conclu- 
sively that the paralysis produced by the duboisia 
was full and complete. 

From observation of other cases I found that the par- 
alysis of accommodation produced by duboisia begins 
to disappear at the end of forty-eight hours or even 
sooner. Had I not seensimilar, though less marked, 
symptoms produced by this drug in other cases, | 
most certainly would have been alarmed at their 
distressing character. Two instillations of two drops 
each, from a two grain solution, will be likely to pro- 
duce slight vertigo in a majority of patients. Two 
or three patients who were suffering from mild catar- 
thal ophthalmia complained of its producing slight 
irritation. 

The patient whose case I have related was the only 
one in whom the drug produced any positive dryness 
of the throat. 

I find that two instillations of a two-grain solu- 
tion at intervals of half hour 
cient to produce complete paralysis of accommo- 


an is quite suffi- 
dation, and that while the paralysis of accommoda- 
tion disappears within seventy-two or nintey-six hours, 
the pupil may remain dilated four or five days or long- 
er. A weak solution (grain one-eighth ad 3 j), will 
readily dilate the healthy pupil. 

There is no necessity for using a four grain solu- 
tion of this drug, and in the manner recommended 
by some writers, and whether there is any absolute 
danger from the frequent instillations of sostrong a 
preparation I am unable to determine. 

52 Lafayette Avenue. 

> 
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California Laurel. 





By Loretta Mann, M. D., Mendocino City, Cal 


A FLUID extract of California laurel, received some 
+i time ago, hasenabled me to 
more definite way than heretofore. 


experiment in a 
of the 
uses of the drug are not a matter of experiment, 
I know that it has a special 


Some 


but of knowledge. 
action on the cerebro-spinal nervous system, and 


so far, it seems to me, has a sedative indication. 
I have used the crude article for the last two 
years whenever a case occurred with what I con- 
sidered the proper indication. But, like other 
new remedies, there is much yet to be learned. 
This winter the most of my practice has been 


rheumatism. Wishing to test the laurel as far as 
externally, with the 
effect of greatly relieving the pain, which is always 
gratifying to the patient. 
suffering 


possible, I made use of it 


The first case was a lady 
articular rheumatism the 
I ordered the laurel extract to be 
applied externally, and the part covered with flan- 
nel. It put a quietus on the pain, and in three 
She said she liked 
it for the rheumatic pain, but it made her head 
The next 
It acted like a 
charm in relieving his pain, and in a few days he 
was well. 


with in 


shoulder joint. 


acute 


days time she was out of bed. 


feel strange and her tongue so numb. 
case was a man 60 years of age. 


These were true cases of rheumatism, 


and not lumbago. I am now treating a lady who 
has inflammatory rheumatism. She has been 
bed four months under other physicians. I am 


using the laurel externally, and it is giving great | 


in 


relief. I have not the 
of ‘it in such cases, as I do not see the specific 
How much the 


ventured on internal use 


indication. nervous system may 


be implicated in rheumatism we do not yet 
know. 
The inhalation of the medicine will cure almost 


to 
a dentist, who tells me that a drop in the cavity 


any form of nervous headache. I gave some 
of an aching tooth obtunds the pain, with none of 
the 
for that 


In my article in the September 


destructive results of some agents employed 
purpose. 

of New 
that the 
should have 
of the 
as 
I find some richer in am in- 
clined to think there 
is no material medicinal difference, except in strength. 
It It that 
there the 


number 


Preparations, the printer makes me 
fruit is a bright ‘‘ yellow,” 
There 


tree, or differences produced by 


say 
when it 


been ‘‘ red.” are either varieties 


soil and age, 


oil than others. I 


there are varieties, though 


is so with manzanita. is now known 
of 
In this connection I will make a divergence and 

3erberis aquifolium is a stand- 
other of 


Berberis nervosa grows in 


are nine varieties manzanita. 


speak of berberis. 


ard remedy, and varieties berberis are 


spoken of as spurious. 


this locality. I have made a tincture of it, and 
find it to be a valuable remedy. It is a good 
alterative, and answers nearly all the indications 
claimed for berberis aquifolium. jut this is no 


excuse for throwing all the varieties into one pre- 


paration. As physicians, we wish to know just 
what we are using to know few to use it. A 
homely comparison, but to the point, is this A 


good cook will not put all kinds of apples into one 
pie and expect it to be good. 


> 
[Written tor The Therapeutic Gazette.] 


Arnica Eruption and its Possible Cause. 


By Henry G. Piffard, M. D., Professor of Dermatology, University of the 
City of New York 


of 
the 


years, 


Docc tet gs inflammation the skin, 


4 following local applications of tincture of 


arnica, has been noticed for and is 
usually attributed to some irritant ingredient per- 
It 
the due 


accompanying the arnica flowers, 


many 


taining to the arnica. 
that 


is possible that this is 


not the case, but irritant action is 


to a foreign body 


namely, the larve of the atherix maculatus. 


As early as 1811 Mercier* noticed that the in- 
gestion of preparations of arnica flowers was some- 
times followed by symptoms of grave irritation. 


On further investigating the matter he found that 
the flowers were frequently infested with the eggs, 


larve and remains of an insect. These he iso- 
lated, and from them obtained an extract which 
he found acrid and irritating. He believed that 
the untoward effects of arnica were thus caused, 


as they were not observed when flowers free from 
insects were employed. Later Buchnert also found 
the young caterpillars (Raupen), and at his instance 
Prof. Appel studied their development, and ascer- 


tained that they were the young of the atherix 
maculatus. In examining arnica flowers the writer 
has met with the insect remains referred to, in 


* Annales de Clinique, 77; 137. 


+ Repertorium fiir die Pharmacie 3 ; Nuremberg, 1817. 
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some specimens quite abundantly. The puppa 
and the adult fly will be found figured by Mann,* 
in his plate of the arnica plant. 

All of the cases of arnica poisoning that have 
fallen under my own notice have followed the use 
of the officinal tincture of the flowers; on the 
other hand I have very frequently employed a 
tincture of the root without accident as yet. If 
a wider experience confirms the suspicion that the 
atherix and not the arnica, is really the cause of 
the local irritation, the use of preparations of the 
root should supplant those of the flowers. 

- 
[Written for the Therapeutic Gazette.] 
Rhus Aromatica. 


By A. M. Hayden, M. D., Evansville, Indiana 


HE introduction of rhus aromatica has supplied 
the physician with an efficient remedy against tha 
very annoying condition of the bladder which gives 
The mode of its ac- 


rise to incontinence of urine. 
tion seems to be through its specific tonic influence 
on the bladder, and particularly on the sphinctcrs of 
that viscus, I have, at least, been unable to detect 
any such influence either on the quantity or the char- 
acter of the urine as would explain its beneficial ac- 
tion. 

Mrs. B., zt. 27, the mother of two children, had, 
since her last confinement, eighteen months previous, 
been troubled with incontinence of urine. Her case 
was a very aggravated one, the urine being voided 
almost immediately on entering the bladder, there 
seeming to be complete paralysis of the sphincter. 
The condition of paralysis was probably due to pres- 
sure of the foetal head during parturition. The pa- 
tient had been treated by several able physicians, 
but without benefit. On undertaking the case I pre- 
sumed that the standard remedies had been re- 
sorted to, and placed her on rhus aromatica, in ten 
drop doses of the fluid extract, three times a day. 
In three days the lady called at my office and report- 
ed herself much improved. In two weeks, the treat- 
ment being continued the bladder was able to retain 
the normal quantity of urine, and the recovery was 
regarded as complete. 

In this case there was no acidity of urine to ac- 
count for the incontinence, and the history of the 
case pointed plainly to the sphincter as the seat of 
the trouble. The prompt action of rhus aromatica 
leads me to suppose that the drug acts directly on the 
sphincter, but whether it does so directly, or indirect- 
ly through nervous influence, I leave for some one 
else to determine. 

o = 
|Written for The Therapeutic Gazette.] 

A Case of Palpitation of the Heart Treat- 
ed with Cereus Bonplandii. 


By Henry M. Fenno, Rochester, N. Y. 

H J——, zt. 48, of nervous temperament, an 
* active business man of this city, consulted me 
Wednesday, February 4th. Mr. J. stated that he 
had suffered during the past twenty-five years with 
frequent attacks of severe palpitation of the heart, 
together with that distressing feeling of fear, and 


* Deutschland’s Wildwachsende Arzney-Pflanzen, Stuttgart, 
1828, 
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dread of impending danger or death, which so 
often accompanies functional derangement of this 
the palpitation and dyspnoea were particu 
night, seriously interfering with 
sleep and rest. Upon examination I could detect 
no evidence of organic disease. The patient had, 
as he informed me, taken many drugs in the hope 
of controlling this troublesome affection, but with 


organ ; 


larly severe at 


only partial relief. 

Believing this an excellent to test 
the efficacy of the new remedy, cereus bonplandii, 
I directed Mr. J. procure of the 
fluid extract, to drops 
four times daily, the last upon 
retiring. 

This constituted the of the 
Relief was experienced from the first, and within 
one week the patient was free from those distress 


opportunity 


to a small vial 


with ten 


be 


commence 
to 


and 
dose taken 


whole treatment, 


ing symptoms which had annoyed him for so many 
at night, 
had 


years. He now enjoys refreshing sleep 
and up to the time of this writing 
attack of palpitation. He, it is needless to say, 
feels very grateful for the relief that has been so 
promptly afforded him by this valuable drug 


has no 





Abstracts and Translations. 


[Translated from the Prager Medicinische Wochenschrift, Jan. 
20th, 1880. } 
Au- 


Reports on Quebracho Bark by Different 


thors. 

A. Berthold reports a where the 
had been used after a sudden attack of 
The patient, a man 65 years of age, was given 
the tincture in teaspoonful every 


case remedy 


asthma. 


doses repeated 


hour, and at the end of the first hour the breath 
ing was reduced in frequency from sixty-four to 
sixty respirations, in the third hour to thirty, 


and. decided decrease of the symptoms, with com- 
day. The remedy has 
fourteen other 


plete recovery the next 
been administered in 

which, with few exceptions, it 
tive. In one instance, where 
for years suffered from emphysema of the lungs, 
great improvement was noticed; likewise in a case 
of dyspnoea in a woman of 60, and in two cases 
of fatty degeneration of the heart, patients aged 


cases, in 


acted as a 


the 


pallia- 
patient had 


respectively, 72 and 68. 


In the case of a 72 year old lady who was 
affected with pleuritic exudation, and also ina 
case of chronic catarrh of the lungs, no_ benefit 


In six cases of phthisis only two 
relieved after administration of 
the remedy. No derangement of normal condi- 
tions was observed to due to the remedy. 
The author also speaks very highly of the spirit- 


was received. 
were noticeably 


be 


uous extract of quebracho as a remedy for diar- 
rhoea. 

F. Picot noticed in three different cases much 
relief derived from the remedy, with a lessening 


The author exper- 
making 


of the number of inspirations. 
imented with this remedy on 
ascensions to the same height on three successive 
the same temperature and_ barometric 
On the first day before commencing 
respirations were sixteen and pulse 

| sixty-four. No quebracho was taken this day. 
| When the rather steep ascent of the , mountain 


himself in 
days at 
pressure. 
| the ascent, 




















was finished, the respirations had increased to for- 
ty-two and pulse to ninety-four, with a rather un- 


comfortable feeling of shortness of breath. On the 
second day fifteen grammes tincture quebracho 


were taken half an hour before ascending the 


mountain. fhe number of respirations increased 
to only thirty and the pulse to eighty, with much 
greater freedom of breathing. On the third day, 
without quebracho, the symptoms were a repetition 
of those experienced on the first day. 


| tne 


L. Laquer used the medicine in following 
manner 
BR Ext 
Mucilag. g. 
Aq. dest., 200 


cort. quebracho, 1 


arabic, 4 


Dose, one to two teaspoonfuls daily 

In twenty-two cases of dyspnoea, varying in se- 
verity, his experience led him to the following con 
clusions 


1. In many cases of dyspnoea, emphysema pul- 


monalis, and chronic bronchitis, quebracho is a 


very useful palliative, while in others, especially 


in aged patients, it was of no service. In dyspnoea 


dependent on valvular insufficiency its value is 


questionable 

2. The continued use of quebracho produces un- 
pleasant secondary symptoms, which make its ad- 
difficult 


partial unconsciousness, dizzi- 


ministration somewhat these symptoms 


consist of headache, 


ness and copious salivation, and in some cases the 


atients evinced a. positive dislike for the remedy. 
| I : 


3. The remedy decreases the frequency of respi- 


ration more decidedly in the extremer variations 


from a normal condition, while its action in de- 
creasing the pulse is not so constant 


Dr. J. Krauth, in Wiener Medic. 


speaks of quebracho as follows: The cases treated 


the Blittern, 


with this remedy were, two of hypertrophy of the 


heart in the last stages, with dropsical exudation 


of the cavities, general cedema, violent dyspnoea 


and extreme weakness ; three cases of Bright’s dis- 


ease succeeding scarlet fever; one case of tuber- 


culosis with cedematic dyspnoea, and one case of 


pleuritic pain with serous exudation of the pleura 


and violent dyspnoea In all these cases five 
grammes extract quebracho agnosum and twenty 
grammes water were given; dose, a_ tablespoonful 


every three hours, and the promptness of its action 


in controlling the respiration was indeed so uni 


that I 
further 


am constrained to 
Although 


and weakness of the heart cannot be cured by its 


form and elegant re- 


commend its use tuberculosis 


use, still the relief afforded the patient is a grati- 


fication to the practitioner. 


Translated from the Vienna Medicinish-Chirurgische Rund 


schau, Feb., 1880, for the Therapeutic Gazette. | 
On the Composition and Therapeutic Action of 
Jaborandi 

The author made an 
ments 


experi- 
the 


extended series of 


on man and animals, and arrives at 


following 
1. The the (pilocarpia) 
is different from that of its salts (nitrate or hydro- 
chlorate). 
2. The 


myotic (contraction of 


conclusions 


action of pure alkaloid 


action of salts of pilocarpia is purely 


the pupils and muscles of 
accommodation), 
3. The action of 


pure double 


pilocarpia is a 
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one, both myotic and mydriatic, the former pre 


vailing in intensity. 
When pure pilocarpia exerts its action the 
the 


of nerves (motor oculi and sympathetic), the former 


on 


eye, irritant effects are extended to two classes 
being affected first with resulting myosis and con- 
the 


nerve 


traction of muscles of accommodation. In 


further course of its action the sympathetic 


more slowly, but also more permanently, comes 


under its influence, while the myosis disappears 
and mydriasis (dilatation of the pupil) follows 
while the contraction of the muscles of accommo- 


dation continues in the absence of any antago- 


nistic influence. 


4. Pure pilocarpia contains, therefore, two prin- 


ciples differing in their action, although their iso 


been eftected by the author for 
The 
pilocarpia is consequently more important than that 
of the the latter 


mydriatic effects. 


lation has not yet 


various reasons. myotic action of salts of 


alkaloid, because in case it 


the 


pure 
is weakened by 


5. The action of pilocarpia as well as that of its 


salts is effected through irritation of the peripheral 


terminations of the ciliary nerves, and in the man 
ner that the myotic principle affects only the pe 
ripheral terminations of the motores oculi, while 


those of the 


the 


pathetic. 


mydriatic principle affects sym 


Myosis produced by pilocarpia, conse 
quently, does 


pathetic.- -P. 


not result from paralysis of the sym 
{lbertont 


Berliner Pt March 


The 


rranslated from the imaceutische Zeitung 


. 1880, for the rapeutic Gazette. 
Selerotic Acid 

An extended series of experiments on the action 
Dr. Max 
Miinchen The 


hypodermic injec- 


of this substance has been conducted by 
Stumpf in the Clinical Institute at 
the 
cases where it was 


further local 


used in form of 
194 


without 


remedy was 
tion, and of ipplied, ninety 
thun a 
seventy-three others « 


five were reaction 


somewhat severe pain. In 
reddening of the skin around the puncture with rath- 


er more protracted pain ; and in twenty-one cases in- 


filtration took place. Attempts to lessen the pain 
by addition of morphia were without success. The 
doses given commencing with a quantity representing 
one-thirtieth to one-twenty-fifth grain of the acid 
(Dragendorff’s estimate), had to be increased to one 


the result wanted. 


As far as the effects were concerned they were 


tenth grain to secure 


uterine 
hemorrhage 


very satisfactory, especially in cases of 
; in 


hemorrhage of the lungs, however, the result was 


hemorrhage, also in intestinal 
unsatisfactory whenever there was disintegration of 
hemor- 
rhage without perceptible affection of the lungs, the 


the parenchyma In a case of bronchial 
and 
the induction of abortion in case of a female affected 


result was good. Even reduction of a fibroid, 


with uterine fibroid were observed. It follows, 
therefore, that the preparation really contains the 
active principles of ergot, and possesses the advan- 
tage of being of simpler composition, and freed from 
extraneous and inactive ingredients, besides allowing 
of a dose whose bulk is sufficiently small for sub- 


cutaneous injection, 


| TRANSLATOR’s Nore.—In the preparation known 
as liquor ergot purificatus, the percentage of sclero- 
tic acid is sufficiently large to permit of the use of 
that preparation as a substitute for sclerotic acid, 
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while it is also entirely free from the irritating ingre- 
dients of the crude drug, or of its fluid extract. The 
dose of liquor ergote purificatus for hypodermic ad- 
ministration is from ten to fifteen drops and is 
sufficiently small for all practical purposes. ] 


(Prof. Edward Miller, M. D., in the Lancet.) 
Treatment of Dysentery by Rectal Injection. 


Dr. Houghton has for sixteen years been Senior 
medical officer in Sarawak, Borneo, in which place 
cases of dysentery abound. He has found, after a 
very large experience, that besides general treat- 
ment local applications in sub-acute and_ chronic 
cases of dysentery, by bismuth injections into the 
rectum, have succeeded wonderfully, and that a 


great many hopeless cases have been greatly re- | 


lieved. The sub-nitrate of bismuth to the extent 
of half a drachm, is to be rubbed down with the 
same weight of powdered gum arabic in two ounces of 
cold water, and the resulting mixture is to be 
injected into the rectum from one to three times 
a day according to the severity of the case. If 
the enema is retained the tenesmus and tormina 
will be relieved in a short time. Ipecac is to be 
given, in doses of a scruple to a drachm, at inter- 
vals of eight to twelve hours, according to the 
urgency of the symptoms. Clinical records of some 
hundreds of cases treated in this manner speak 
most highly of its effect. Dr. King, in a later 
number of the Lancet, remarks that in a large pro- 
portion of cases the dysenteric mischief is situated 
at the lower part of the colon and rectum, and 
local treatment is therefore of importance. In such 
cases, benefit ensues as a result of directly curative 
measures, but even when the chief site is higher 
up, the effort to soothe the mucous membrane of 
the rectum and allay spasm of the sphincter ani, 
amply repays the attempt by affording rest not only 
to the diseased bowel but to the patient generally. 
If it is advisable to use opium, half a drachm of 
the tincture of opium may be added to forty grains 
of bismuth, and if intolerance of ipecacuanha by 
the mouth is encountered, two scruples of this drug 
may be added. In either case the bowel is to be 
washed out in as gentle a manner as possible with 
lukewarm water. This cleansing is not injurious, 
but proves of the greatest utility by removing mu- 
cous and irritating secretions which by their pres- 
ence excite tenesmus. The warm water injections 
simulate the soothing process of fomentation, pro- 
cure a clean surface for the contact of the drugs, 
and diminish the chance of the loss of the injec- 
tion by overcoming, beforehand, the spasm _pro- 
duced by the introduction of the tube. It is essen- 
tial that the enema be retained. Bodenhamer states 
in his work on rectal medication, that after the ad- 
ministration of an enema, should there be a de- 
sire to pass it, as is the case sometimes when there 
exists an exquisitely irritable state of the organ, a 
sponge or fold of cloth dipped in hot water and 
firmly pressed against the anus for a while will 
generally appease the desire and enable the patient 
to retain the enema. 


[Translated for the Therapeutic Gazette from the Prager Med- 
icinisch Wochsenscrift, Feb. 11, 1880.] 
Kava Kava. 


Kava kava has been used with success by Dr. 
French in suppurative urethral inflammation, and 


with like results in four cases of cystitis. In the 
the treatment of gonorrhoea the following formula 
was used : 
B Ext. eucalypti glob., fl, 60.0 
Ext. kava kava, fl. 20.0. 
Acidi benzoic 2.0, 
Boracis pulv. 12.0. 
M. Sig. A teaspoonful three times daily 
According to the communications of Dupuy, kava 
kava is (1) a sialagogue, (2) a bitter tonic, (3) a moder- 
ate excitant of the cerebro-spinal system, (4) a pow- 
erful diuretic, and (5) a blennostatic. In acute 
urethritis and vaginitis, the action of kava kava resin 
is a most favorable one, quieting pain and reducing 
the amount of secretion. 





Correspondence. 
Query Regarding Malarial Fever. 
I see in the March number of the THERAPEUTIC 
GAZETTE where attention has been called to an 


|error in an article on the philosophy of yellow 


fever, written by Dr. I. H. Stearns, and in refer- 
ring to that article, and re-reading, a query arises 
in my mind as to whether the Dr. thinks the same 
philosophy will apply to malarial fevers. An 
opinion from Dr. Stearns, or any other, will be 
gladly received 
LEROY W. LECRONE, M. D, 
Herron, Ohio, March 2oth, 1880. ° 





Liquor Ergotze Purificatus. 

The trial of a bottle of liquor ergot purificatus, 
secured last fall, gave such perfect satisfaction that 
I deem it a duty to make a note of it. I former- 
ly used Squibbs’ fluid extract, and thought I could 
not be satisfied with anything else. The first trial, 
however, of the liquor ergote purificatus convinced 
me that it was in every way equal, if not even 
superior, to Squibbs’, and it had certainly one very 
great superiority over it, viz., that instead of nau- 
seating, it was rather agreeable than otherwise. | 
now use in my practice only the liquor ergote pu- 
rificatus, and with uniformly good results. 

S. S. KILMER, M. D 

Soutu Benn, Ind., March 23d, 1880. 


Lobelia Inflata in Snake Bite. 


I notice in the February number of the THER- 
APEUTIC GAZETTE an article on lobelia inflata for 
the cure of wounds from poisonous insects and 
reptiles. I would state through the columns of 
your journal, and in corroboration of the state- 
ment referred to, that I have used this drug 
with the most gratifying results for the past seven 
years in regular practice. The remedy was used 
in our family twenty years ago as a dernier ressort 
and gave entire satisfaction in case of a _ bite 
from a rattlesnake, and I have never known a 
failure. 

E. E. WATTS, M. D. 

Unionvitie, Mo., March sth, 1880. 


Damiana in Impotency. 

Some time ago I wrote that I was trying fluid 
extract of damiana in a case of impotency. When 
I wrote I understood from the patient that he had 
been impotent for three years, but on questioning 























him later ascertained that he had suffered for six 
years. The other day he called to and 
reported himself a man again, and that he could 


see me 


‘depend upon himself every time.” I have given 


him only two pounds of fluid extract of damiana 


in one tablespoonful doses four times a day. 
He is a young Englishman, a cooper by trade, 
and works in South Boston. 


C. J. EASTMAN, M. D. 


Boston, Mass., Feb. 23d, 1880. 





Grindelia Robusia—An Improved Method of Ad- 
ministration. 


I have used the fluid extract grindelia  ro- 
busta in asthmatic troubles very extensively. 
I find it has a better effect by giving from 
ten to fifteen drops every hour or two, or even 
every half hour if the fit of asthma is _ se- 
vere, than to give larger doses. In continuing the 
remedy for some time I have seen better results 
than from any remedy I have met with. Where 


much bronchial irritation is present I combine 


with it yerba santa with very satisfactory results. 
I have been using a number of other new remedies 
with varying success, and when’I have given them 
sufficient trial I shall be able to speak more _post- 


As I 


tive, I do not propose either 


am somew hat conserva- 
to 


tively of the results. 


condemn or ap- 
prove unless for good reasons, 

A. J. FULLER, M. D 
Baru, Me., March 3d, 1880 


Macrotin in Jaundice. 


I have been very successful in the treatment of 
Small 
I find to be the best remedy in such cases, 


maladies of this nature. doses of macrotin 


Some- 


times I have found a few doses of podophyllin 
very good to commence with, but this medicine 


cannot be continued for any length of time with- 


out reducing the system, and I think these cases 
need building up. Another good feature about 
this treatment is its permanency. Macrotin not 


only does its work but does it well. 

‘I had a case a few years ago of a public speaker 
who had such a yellow skin that it troubled him 
He of 


the best advantage while he 


very much, wished, course, to appear to 
stood before an audi- 
ence, and being a great orator, his speeches and 


all But 


such a man 


lectures were admired by classes. many 


thought it a pity that noble should 


have such a yellow tinge about his complexion. 
While treating his wife I told her 1 could remove 


He 


placed himself under my care, and three months’ 


the cadaverous complexion from her husband. 


use of the macrotin removed the yellow color, and 
he has had as clear a skin since that time as any 
man or woman of this city. This tinge was of 
thirty years’ duration. 

M. P. GREENSWORD, 


PouGHkeepsig, N. Y.. April 5th, 1880 


M. D. 


A Supernumerary Breast. 


I am pleased with the successor of New Prepa- 


tations, and think it worth twice the price of 
Subscription. A few months ago I met with a 
case which, though offering no therapeutical in- 


dication, yet from its anomalous character may 
Serve as an item of interest to some of your 
On the 3d of January last 


Many readers. 


I was 


Original Department. 
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called to attend Mrs. L. W., primapara, in her 
confinement. After a rather tedious labor she was 
safely delivered of a vigorous girl child. On the 
third day after her confinement I wes requested 
to visit her, and found her laboring under high 
fever, the result of the new function of lactation. 


three 
distinct glands, the third one situated on the right 
the The 
well developed, but not 
of milk. 
gland be- 


Upon examination of the mamme I found 
side immediately below normal gland 
supernumerary gland is 
due proportion 
this 
lady’s 


large, and secreted 
On 
ing 
succeeded 


a 


account of the secretion from 


inconvenient, soiling the clothing, I 


function the appli- 


ot 


its 
the 


in arresting by 


cation of a liniment, active constituents 





which are extract of belladonna and camphor. 
Wishing the GAzrErrE ample success, I am, very 
respectiully, 
r. A, AUSTIN, M. D 

San Dominco, Bee Co., Texas, March 17th, 188 
Viburnum Prunifolium 

In the March number of your journal Dr. C. R 
Cullen, of Richmond, Va., on page 71, in speaking 


of the prophylactic virtues of viburnum  prunifoli 


um in threatened miscarriage, says as follows: ‘I 


have found it to be superior to any medicine eve 
used in preventing miscarriage ; have tried it in 
several cases, two of which will be mentioned 
One, a Mrs. J., in her seventh month, in jumping 
from a buggy, brought on pains, which were vio 
lent and continued with intensity one week, and 


gradually yielding. Since then labor at regular 


time has taken place. Was compelled to add an 


anodyne, and used thirty grains hydrate of chloral 


every two or three hours, according to circum 
stances. When the stomach was nauseated forty 
grains by enema were given.” Will the Doctor 
be kind enough to tell us if viburnum is such a 
wonderful prophylactic agent in threatened mis- 


carriages, why ‘‘he was compelled to give an ano 


dyne ?”’ 
Chloral hydrate 
an anodyne, and in smaller doses than thirty grains, 


is an antispasmodic as well as 


repeated every two or three hours, allays violent 


convulsions. Now how does he know, having used 

both, which prevented the miscarriage ? 

chloral hydrate 
of the 


whose antispas- 


Then again, as an antispasmodic 
the 


How is it possible that viburnum, 


is by far more powerful agent two. 
modic action is feeble when compared with chloral 
hydrate, could have any action whatever upon the 
uterus while the organism was profoundly impressed, 


as it must have been, by thirty grains of the latter 


agent repeated every two or three hours? It ap 
pears to me that the Doctor’s assumption that 
viburnum did the work is as bold and reckless—as 
his administration of that death-dealing agent, 
chloral hydrate. 

The Doctor’s second case reads as follows: ‘‘In 
another case there was violent excitement in the 
death of a child, resulting in cramps and pains, 


Treatment same as 
in the other case, recovery taking place.” What 
is true of the second. 


which continued several days. 


I have said of the first case 
Now it must be understood that I am not making 

war upon viburnum, but upon the Doctor's wit- 

nesses. 

LD, 


AMBROSE 5, 
Denver, Col., March 26th, 1880, 


EVEKETT, M, 
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On Fluid Extracts as Proposed for the 


Coming Pharmacopeceia. 


ie aim of this article is to call attention to 


to some points that seem to have been over- 
looked by the authors of the different processes for 
fluid extracts, which have been presented for adop- 
tion in the next pharmacopoeia, and, at the same 
the method of 


opinion, 


time, modification of 
procedure 


plied in quite a large number of cases. 


to suggest a 


which should, in our be ap- 


made, may as well be 


First : 
liquid peparations of the more important drugs are 


The propositions to be 
formulated in the shape of queries. if several 
to be made by assay, so as to present a represen- 
tative of the drug of uniform strength, why should 
fluid extracts be made in the 


not same way, espe- 


cially of those drugs which possess great activity 
and contain definite principles, such as belladonna, 
conium, ipecac, nux vomica, sanguinaria, veratrum, 
jaborandi, ergot, etc. ? Second: in the case of these, 
as well of less active drugs, why have their hygros- 
copic properties been left entirely out of consider- 
tion ? 

In regard to the first proposition it will certain- 
ly need no argument to convince any mind fami- 
liar with pharmaceutical and chemical work, of the 
feasibility of the proposed plan, it need 
any special pleading to show the advantage that 
would ensue in the resulting uniformity of our li- 


nor does 


quid preparations of vegetable drugs. The princi- 
ple referred to has already been adopted by manu- 
facturers in the case of ergot, opium, and a few 
other active drugs, and we can see no valid reasons 
this innovation, while there are many in 
adoption in an authoritative work 
claiming to embody pharmaceutical progress, and 
the fruits of scientific research as applied to the 
advancement of the art. 

It will hardly be necessary to enlarge upon the 
fact which must become evident to 


against 


favor of its 


every one en- 
gaged in the pursuit of pharmacy, that vegetable 
drugs are not always of uniform composition; that 
is, do not invariably contain the same percentage 
of active principle, whether it be an alkaloid, resin or 
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oleo-resin, a volatile oil or merely extractive matter, 
The variations in strength of different lots arise 
from a variety of causes which it is unnecesary to 
dwell upon here. Familiar illustrations of the fact 
are found in ergot, opium, the cinchona barks and 
narcotic plants generally. the 
would seem to need but very little argument to de- 
monstrate the desirability of making a fluid extract, 
for 


per cent. of atropia ; 


This being case it 


say, instance, of belladonna, contain so much 


one of hyoscyamus, so much 
much per cent. of hyoscyamia, and so on, just as 
has been proposed in the case of opium. 

With all the well understood, concise and practical 
methods of assay now known, the problem presents 
no great difficulties, and it would certainly be an ac- 
which the physician, who, after 
the value of the medi- 
cines prepared, assisted in his 
work, adding largely to the element of precision in 
To this natural variability of 


complishment by 
all, is mainly interested in 
would be greatly 
his administrations. 
strength is added another element of complication, 
which will be referred to in considering the second 
proposition, this element being the varying amount 


of moisture in the apparently dried plant. In view 
of these facts it really seems necessary to insist 
on greater exactness in the manufacture of these 


preparations. 
One thing may be said to those disposed to cavil 


and question the practical value of such a_ plan, 


having perhaps the added trouble and difficulties in 


mind, and that is, it is much safer to adopt as 


high a standard of requirement as the present state 
of science will and have 
conform to the standard, than to 


the calibre of the 


the pharmacist 
the 


permit, 


ower stand 


ard to suit pharmacist. 


The present lack of statistics about the composi- 


average 


tion, strength and yield of vegetable drugs would 
by the this plan, and a 
new impetus given to the gathering of exact knowl- 
That 
even possible for less active drugs 
trated further on. 
indefinite and hap-hazard methods of 


be supplied adoption of 


edge concerning them. a method of assay is 


will be illus- 


To sum up, the present rather 


work should 
give way to such as require a normal standard to 
the 


be observed in manufacture of this class of 


preparations. 

In considering the second query, it may be as 
well to state, by way of preface, that a method of 
attempted in Germany and dependent on 
found 


control 


the specific gravities of tinctures has been 


defective, and the reason for this will at once 


evident what influence 
the 


menstruum 


appear when it is made 


condition of drug, at time of 
manufacture, has the 
A few statistics will be necessary to 
principle the 
taken at random from freshly ground drugs 
having been air-dried as is customary, ten grammes 
The amount of moist- 


the physical 
employed. 
the 


on 
illustrate 
involved ; samples mentioned were 
after 


being taken in each case. 
ure present in the drug and lost during desiccation 


at 105° C. (221° F.) is given in per cents. 
Alexandria senna lost. 10.50 per cent 
Henbane leaves lost.... I 
Blue Cohosh lost 12.5 
White Bryony lost. 11.7 
Fucus vesiculosus lost ; 17-4 
Ber. aquifolium lost , 9-5 
Cascara sagrada lost. ‘ 12.75 
Yerba santa lost. seca 11.1 
Cubebs (dried over sulphuric acid) 4.00 


The experiments undertaken have not been com 























Editorial] 


pleted up to the time of this writing, but a single in- 
stance will be sufficient to show how the resulting 


fluid extract must be affected by the varying 
amount of moisture in these vegetable drugs which 
the figures show is considerable and _ constantly 
changing from well known causes. Of 100 parts 


senna taken, ten and one-half parts proved to be 
moisture, leaving eighty-nine and one-half parts dry 
drug. After maceration and subsequent complete 
exhaustion with a sufficiently large quantity of di- 
luted alcohol, the insoluble residue, after drying at 
the same temperature as before used, amounted to 
6034 parts. rhis gives the following composition 
of the drug 

Moisture a 10.5 percent 


Extractive matter soluble in menstruum 28.75 


Insoluble residue 60.7 

Showing the dried drug to contain in round num- 
bers 32 per cent. of extractive matter, while the 
sample as found contained only 283¢ per cent. 

The question is now, if this percentage of ex- 
tractive matter should turn out to be the norma 
yield, ought the fluid extract prepared from 1,000 
parts of the sample used, be made up to 1,000 parts 
or 895 parts In the former case the 105 parts 
of water present would further dilute the menstru- 
um to that extent, so that it would result some 
what as follows, supposing diluted alcohol to be 
taken for percolation, and the fluid extract made 


to represent weight for weight, this case allowing 


of a less complex result and of round numbers 


} 


for the purpose of illustration. One thousand parts 


f finished fluid extract would contain 


parts extractive. 
water from drug 


liluted alcohol. 


Or again, 1,000 parts would contain (uniting the 
quantity of water in the drug with that in the 
aleohol) 
87.5 parts extractive 
s leohol 
475-57 % water. 

If in place of this result 895 parts of fluid ex 
tract were obtained from the same 1,000 parts of 
drug and the 105 parts of water contained in it 
were reckoned as a diluent of the alcohol used, so 


as to make the finished product consist of 
257.5 parts extractive, 
607.5 ‘© diluted alcohol, 
we should have the following as the composition of 
1,000 parts : 


321 parts extractive, 


679 “diluted alcohol 
Apply this treatment to an active drug like hyoscy- 
amus. I find the sample of henbane to lose ten 
per cent. of moisture and shall assume that the 
quantity of extractive contained in it is twenty per 
cent. (which is very near the exact yield). We 


have the following results as proceeding from the 
two methods of adjustment : 1,000 parts of henbane 


containing 100 parts moisture, made into fluid ex- 


tract by the first plan vield a product composed of 
” parts extractive 
27 = alcohol 
527 ~ water 


or, made by the second method up to goo parts, 
1,000 parts of finished fluid extract would contain 


2 parts extractive matter 


303.33 alcohol 
474-44 water 
making a difference of over ten per cent. in the 


Strength of the two preparations. In of the 


view 


De 
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partment. 


conditions referred to it certainly seems desirable 


to narrow the limits of variability as much as 
possible, and this can best be done as pointed out, 
by making fluid extracts, at least of the more 
active drugs, by assay. 

As soon as the experiments, being conducted, 
are completed, we shall lay the results, with the 


deductions therefrom, before the profession through 


the medium of the GAZETTE. 
M 

a - 
Present and Permanent Treatment of 

Disease. 
ik acute observer and clever writer, Dr. | 
Milner Fothergill, calls attention, in a recent 
number of the London Practitioner, to an evil in 
the practice of medicine which we do not remem 


to 
believe, from our own knowledge 


ber having before seen alluded an evil, which, 


nevertheless, we 


and observation, is very prevalent. There is a 


strong temptation to the physician, especially when 
the patient’s confidence is yet to be secured to ad- 
minister something which brings immediate or 
speedy relief to the pain or other distressing symp 
toms, and this too frequently, without interrogating 
the cause of the disturbance. The temptation in 
the case of the indolent practitioner, who will not 
exert himself to penetrate beneath the surface, be 
comes over-mastering ; in the case of the ignorant 
practitioner and the empiric it can scarcely be con 


sidered a temptation—it is a necessity. The 77 
medicalrix nature, the grand and indispensable ally 
of 


physician, is the sole hope of the charlatan. 


even the most highly educated and competent 


Much, however, as medicine depends on the in 
herent power of nature to heal, the amount of mis 


chief arising from taxing this power too heavily 


is incalculable. The practice of those who affect to 


have lost all faith in the efficacy of drugs, and who 


content themselves with the giving of anodynes 


palliatives and placeboes, and trusting to nature to 
do all the rest, is, we believe, chargeable with a 
large per centage of the impaired constitutions, to say 
nothing of the mortality, following it in its wake 
To use a homely illustration, the machine into the 
cogs of 


may be 


a wheel of which an obstruction has fallen 


able after much disturbance, with the as- 


sistance of the head of steam which moves it, to over 
come the obstruction, but it 
the The 
instead of merely applying more oil to the journals 


does so at the great 


expense of whole. intelligent mechanic 


calling for more steam, determined to ride 


over the obstruction, 


and 


institutes a careful search for 
he 


moves it with the least possible injury. 


the disturbing cause, and if haply finds it, re 


The physician is called to see a case of incipient 


phthisis, with troublesome cough, which is ineffec 


tual to the removing of the cause of irritation 
His first impulse is to give an opiate. The medi- 
cine allays the sense of the difficulty, and this 
brings ease and the gratitude of the patient. The 


effects of the morphia or laudanum or _ paregori¢ 
passes off, a sense of the irritation returns, the med 
icine is again resorted to and again relief is given. 
This treatment, if treatment it may be called, is kept 
up, the fire is kept smoldering, but as it keeps on 
applications of the 


until at break 


spreading, larger and larger 


medicine are found necessary last 





ber 
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ing through all restrictions, the disease manife Sts it 
self in all the dreadfulness of its nature. The 
opiate, moreover, has blunted the terminal ends of 
the gastric nerves, ; it has diminished the peristaltic 
action of the alimentary canal; it has excited the 
sudoriferous glands, and has thus while allaying the 
immediate symptom, the cough, has assisted to 
complicate the real trouble by aggravating the loss 
of appetite, the constipation and the exhaustive 
sweats. 

Neuralgia, the most painful of all the pains to 
which the poor mortal is subjected, furnishes a 
large quota of the physician’s practice. It is an easy 
matter and apparently a humane thing to do, 
for him when called to see the sufferer writhing 
in agony to apply a blister and then to sprinkle 
the raw surface with morphia, to give an opiate ora 
dose of croton chloral internally, or to inject a charge 
from the hypodermic syringe near the seat of pain. 
But, as the famous Romberg has put it, ‘* pain is the 
prayer of a nerve for healthy blood,” and though it 
may be a humane thing to blunt that pain, that treat- 
ment which does not have forits end the answering of 
the prayer, is cruel, and deserves not the name of 
treatment. 

In dyspepsia, very often the foul or the raw tongue 
points to the seat of the disturbing cause, and the 
mercurial or compound cathartic pill at night, with 
the saline laxative in the morning, and a few days on 
a nitro-muriatic acid and strychnia mixture, will set 
the patient to rights. But sometimes, especially in 
women, the tongue may be clean, and the case may 
be complicated with much nausea and vomiting. A 
mixture of bismuth and hydrocyanic acid may bring 
immediate relief in such cases, and the patient and 
friends for the time being may commend the doctor 
very highly ; but in the meantime the far-away irri- 
tation, pelvic, uterine or ovarian, the essential cause 
of the disturbance, is neglected to the patient's ulti- 
mate injury. 

The condition known as “‘ biliousness,” or even 
lithiasis, may be relieved for the time being by a dose 
of calomel at night and a seidlitz powder in the 
morning, but if content with this temporary relief 
the patient’s dietary is neglected, and he be allowed 
to continue his usual amount of albuminoids instead 
of substituting for them fruit and farinaceous articles, 
the trouble is sure to return, and keep on returning, 
until sooner or later permanent organic changes in 
the liver and kidneys supervene. The dangers of 
subordinating the importance of treatment of the 
disease itself, to the immediate relief of the incon- 
venience and pain to which it may give rise may be 
seen in many other affections than those we have 
named, We shall refer only to another of those which 
Dr. Fothergill enumerates: endocarditis. Ina this 
affection the danger lies in the growth of adventitious 
tissue which the inflammation is apt to set up and 
which interferes with the proper action of the cardiac 
valves, most commonly the mitral, and less frequently 
the aortic. This tissue like that ofa cicatrix, has a ten- 
dency to contract, and by so doing mutilates and dis- 
torts the valves, causing them to improperly close the 
opening on each ventricular systole ; or the free edges 
become fused together, and constitute an obstruction 
to the flow through the mitral orifice. In view of these 
dangers it is evident that treatment should be directed 
to the prevention of this complication in the disease in 
which endocarditis is prone to supervene, viz., 


inflammatory rheumatism. It is of course impossi- 
ble to give the valves complete rest ; but comparative 
rest may be afforded them. The patient should be 
kept in such shape and position as will throw on the 
heart the least possible exertion. To this end per- 
fect quiet in bed should be enjoined, the dangers fol- 
lowing exertion clearly pointed out, and blood pres- 
sure lowered by chloral hydrate in repeated doses, 
and that too for some time after the symptoms of 
endocarditis have subsided. But how different is the 
plan laid down in the books. Of the numerous 
methods of treatment by alkalies, blisters, salicy- 
lates, etc., each bases its claim to efficacy on the num- 
ber of days which elapse before the patient is able 
to be up and about. Yet to allow the patient to get 
up and walk about is but to throw more stress on the 
mitral valve curtain. But the mischief does not end 
here ; it is further advised to give digitalis, whose 
action it is well-known raises the blood pressure in 
the arteries. Surely the interests of the patient 
demand that the dangers of this line of treatment 
be recognized. The patient and his friends may 
be inclined to think more of the physician who gets 
the patient up the soonest, but with the dangers before 
him properly pointed out, the conscientious practi- 
tioner will not seek to subordinate the permanent 
good of the patient. 

Dr. Fothergill’s remarks commend themselves to 
the careful attention of the profession, and _ particu- 
larly so at a time when some of its members, stand- 
ing high in its councils, affect to think lightly of the 
efficacy of drugs, holding as a virtue the smallness 
of their list of medicines. 


Bromide of Ethyl. 


Liem new anzsthetic has been recently advanced 

on the testimony of Drs. Turnbull and Levis, of 
Philadelphia, who have submitted it to quite .an 
extensive trial, as a substitute for chloroform and 
ether. It is a transparent, colorless fluid, of a 
sweetish taste, rather agreeable ethereal odor, and 
sparingly soluble in water. The agent is, how- 
ever, in fact, not a new one, having been discov- 
ered as far back as 1827, from which time until 
1849 it attracted little or no attention. In the 
latter year Dr. Thomas Nunnelly, of Leeds, Eng- 
land, made some experiments with it on animals. 
In 1865 he read a paper on the subject before 
the British Medical Association, but so great was 
the popularity of chloroform at that time that but 
little attention was paid to the ethyl bromide. 
The agent is now, therefore, new only in the sense 
of the term as applied to many other articles of 
recent introduction, that is, its properties are but 
being developed and the profession being famil- 
iarized with them. 

The claims made for the bromide of ethyl are 
based on its non-irritant action either on the res- 
piratory or other membrane, it being capable of 
injection subcutaneously, of application to the 
conjunctiva or to the meatus of the ear without 
exciting inflammation or irritation. It is said, 
also, to be more rapid of action, more rapidly 
eliminated, more pleasant of administration than 
even chloroform, and less apt to produce retching 
or vomiting. The chief claim made for it, how- 
ever, is its safety as compared with all other 
anzsthetics. Safety is the great desideratum of 
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anesthesia, and it is not strange that the profes- 
sion should hail an agent whose claims to supply 
it are so strongly urged. Bromide of ethyl has 
been employed in Philadelphia in over two hun- 
but 
with happy effects never associated with the ad- 
ministration of any other anesthetic. 
is certainly sufficient to entitle it to sufficient con- 


dred cases, not only without untoward result 
Such a record 


fidence to ensure a more extended trial by the gen- 
eral profession. 
But in the midst of the 


securing of the great boon comes a report from 


the general rejoicing at 


New York, which in itself admonishes us to take 
héed when we stand lest we fall. Chloroform was 
administered to thousands of cases before a death 


occurred, and for a long time ether was considered 
absolutely safe. Bichloride of methylene has been 
without 


the 


given by Spencer Wells a thousand times 


an accident and yet a voice comes up from 
profession saying that it is not less dangerous than 
chloroform. Dr. J. the Medical 
Record of the 3d inst. reports a case in which he 


lays the death at the door of bromide of ethyl. 


Marion Sims in 


The patient was a young woman on whom Battey’s 
operation was performed for the relief of epileptic 
attacks supposed to be due to a diseased ovary. 
half; the 


anesthesia 


The operation last an hour and a pa- 


the but 
was left with a violent headache and retching, and the 


tient recovered speedily from 
vomiting which developed during the administration 
unabated. A 
nature, 


of the anesthetic continued profuse 


diarrhoea of a cholerine also set in, the 
discharges being of a dirty brownish watery na- 
ture with tenesmus and mucus, and smelling heav- 
ily of the vapor of ethyl. The symptoms continu- 
ing delirium supervened and the patient died about 
twenty-one hours after the operation. A fost mor- 


fem examination was made and the tissues were 
found to be strongly impregnated with ethyl; the 
urine also contained it.. The kidneys which to the 
to the naked eye looked normal were found under 
the microscope to contain an increase of intersti- 
tial tissue together with signs of catarrhal nephri- 
These the essential 
Whether the death was caused by the ethyl or by 
the diarrhoea or cholerine, and if the latter whether 
it was set up by the ethyl or by three drachms of 
Rochelle salts given some five hours before the 
operation, are points which remain unsettled. The 
case disproves the claim made for ethyl that it is 
entirely gotten rid of by the and 
that, as in the case of ether, the kidneys play an 
important part in the process of elimination. This 
latter point conceded, it follows that there is dan- 
ger in the administration of bromide of 
organic disease of the kidney. The danger is sim- 
ilar to that attending the use of ether. In the 
deaths reported as following the use of ether the 
kidneys have been found to be affected 
suspicion created that uremia was 
factor in the causation of death. 


tis. are facts of the case. 


lungs, shows 


ethyl in 


the 
important 


and 
an 


Dr. Sims closes the report of his case as fol- 
lows: 

“Dr. had a larger experience with 
this anesthetic than any other surgeon, but his 
longest operation was but forty minutes, whereas 
my unfortunate case lasted an hour and a half. 
It may be that we did not administer the ethyl 
as skillfully as it should have been done. But I 


Levis has 
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, ; . af ; 
do not think we could have given less and nein 


tained the anzsthesia sufficient for its purpose. 
If the operation had been comparatively short 
thirty 
patient’s 


if it had lasted only twenty or minutes—if 


it had terminated before my system, 


solids as well as fluids, became thoroughly satu 


rated with it, she would in all probability have 
recovered ; but, as it was, it seemed to kill by su 
persaturation which could not be eliminated, even 
the aid of the ali- 


If mine had been 


with the whole mucous tract of 
mentary canal to aid the lungs. 
a short operation, I might to-day have been laud 
ing the new anesthetic as a veritable boon to sur 
But, as it I must raise a 


warning voice, especially in prolonged operations. 


gery. was otherwise, 
It would be 
determine if ethyl-poisoning by inhalation produced 


an interesting scientific inquiry to 
cholerine with a deeply congested condition of the 
mucous membrane of the lower portion of the ali 
mentary canal, and also to determine what other 
pathological changes it might induce. 

This could easily be done by experiment on the 
lower animals, and it is to be hoped that some of 
our physiological savanxs will soon tell us by such 
experiments what we have to hope and fear from 
the long continuance of the bromide of ethyl as an 
anesthetic. 

The inference that I draw from the facts in the 
history of this case is that the anesthetic was the 
the death 
have been by uremic poisoning. The lesson from 
this is, of ethyl in 
longed operations, and never to give it where there 
What, then, 


cause of death, while manner of may 


never to give bromide pro- 


is organic disease of the kidneys. 
shall we give?” 

While it would perhaps be scarcely just to hold 
hydrobromic ether for the death the 


case is sufficient to dispel the hope that the desid- 


responsible 


eratum of anesthesia, absolute safety, has been 
supplied, and to convince the profession that care 
is no less necessary than in the use of other anas- 
thetics. The warning comes in season and may be 
the means of preventing the abuse of the drug to 
which its pleasant nature and the ease of its ad- 
ministration is prone to tempt. 





The Hypodermic Use of Morphia. 


| R. H. H. Kane, of York, 
rable little the 
ployment of morphia we. noticed in our last, com- 


New 


on 


admi- 
em- 


whose 
work hy podermic 
plains that we did him an injustice in the said 
notice, inasmuch as a portion of our remarks were 
calculated to place him in a false light before our 


readers. We will let Dr. Kane state his case. 
He says: 

‘‘Tt (the review) gave an extract from the pre- 
face which, although unimportant, is misquoted, 


the last 
while it made no reference, of any moment, to the 
dangers attending this form of medication. The 
thirty-six cases of death, most of them from what 
is considered small doses ; the cases of narcotism, 
also from small the drug; the cases 
where alarming symptoms and even death had re- 


and one of my conclusions in chapter, 


amounts of 


‘sulted from the direct injection of the drug into a 


vein ; the well authenticated cases of idiopathic and 
traumatic tetanus, and the space devoted to a con- 
sideration of the increasing number of habitual 
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users of the syringe, should be sufficient evidence 
that I am fully alive to the dangers of the method, 
both immediate and remote. This your reviewer 
fails to show, and from a perusal of the review, 
those not having seen the book could gain no idea 
of its contents, and would be most likely to believe 
that 1 was an enthusiast in favor of the indiscrim- 
inate use of the instrument. 

My object in writing the book (which embodies 
the opinions and experience of medical men every- 
where) was to point out these very dangers and 
endeavor to obtain some useful knowledge that 
should greatly reduce or wholly prevent the occur- 
rence of such dangers, and teach those who used 
the syringe how best to avoid accident, how best 
to treat it if it occurred, and how to prevent their 
patients from drifting into the morphia habit. In 
evidence of this stand the chapters on ‘‘ The Treat- 
ment of Morphia Narcosis,” the section devoted to 
injection into veins, that to the best solutions to 
use, how best to keep the syringe clean, and the 
chapter on ‘‘ The Morphia Habit.” 

In proper cases and surrounded by proper pre- 
cautions, I believe that its use is fully justified. 
Life has been saved and disease cured by it when 
no other means could have answered so well. 
This is the opinion of many of the best minds in 
the profession. 

No one has had a better opportunity of judging 
of the horrible degradation and suffering, mental 
and physical, endured by the slaves of this habit. 
Having studied the literature of the subject with 
great care, having seen the sufferers themselves 
and heard the story from their own lips, and hav- 
ing in my possession now the letters of a score 
of physicians, self-confessed sufferers from this 
cause, I can fully estimate its extent and horrors. 
Still, I maintain that, in the great majority of 
cases, the formation of this habit was due to the 
unpardonable neglect and, possibly, ignorance, of 
the attending physician. I have endeavored to 
point out in my book those precautions which, when 
followed carefullywill give few or no cases of this habit. 

As to the slurring of diagnosis dependent on the 
too free use of the instrument, I have spoken fully 
at page 308, and no one can mistake my meaning.” 

We take great pleasure in according to Dr. Kane 
this opportunity of correcting the wrong impres- 
sions which, in his opinion, our notice of his book 
may have created. The pleasure is increased from 
the fact that the doctor's views so closely coingide 
with our own, as we took occasion to express them 
in connection with the review referred to. There 
remains no doubt as to the benefit of the subcuta- 
neous administration of morphia in properly select- 
ed cases, but we remain firm in our opinion that 
the cases are comparatively rare in which the prac- 
titioner is justified in braving the dangers, imme- 
diate and remote, of the hypodermic syringe. The in- 
strument should be reserved for unusual cases, and 
nothing is more to be deprecated than its indis- 
criminate use even by practitioners, to say nothing 
of the practice, which is alarmingly prevalent, of 
entrusting it to the hands of nurses and other un- 
educated persons. In so far as Dr. Kane’s book 
points out the dangers of this indiscriminate use 
and educates its readers into a correct appreciation 
of the merits of the use of morphia hypodermically, 
it deserves the commendation of the profession. 


Nostrums. 

= manufacturers of such copyrighted medi- 

cines as physicians are asked to prescribe object 
very much to the application of the name of ‘‘nostrum” 
to their wares. They not only do not object to the 
application of the name to Perry Davis’ Pain Killer, 
or Jaynes’ Expectorant, or the Golden Medical Dis 
covery, or any other of the thousand and one 
preparations which are advertised in flaming posters 
on fences and dead walls, or which take up so much 
space in the secular prints, but they highly commend 
its use in connection with these. When, however, 
it is applied to their compounds—medicines bearing 
names evolved from the inventive faculty of their 
own brains, and recognized in neither the pharma- 
copoeias nor botanies of their own or any other land— 
they protest. Let us enquire whether or not this appli- 
cation of the term be correct. It is not denied by 
these makers that the goods on which they hold the 
exclusive right of manufacture cannot, because of 
the protection which the law affords in virtue of 
the copyright, be made by any other manufacturer, 
These medicines are, in point of fact theirs. In 
speaking of them themselves they call them ‘ours,’ 
and no one dares infringe on their ownership of 
them, any more than he dares take the goods or chat- 
tels of another without a consideration or without 
their permission. Now this is all that is implied in 
the word 
a secret medicine, but it is always a proprietary one, 


‘nostrum.”” A nostrum is not necessarily 


the word being from the Latin woster, meaning ov) 
Wherein, then, lies the difference ? 

These manufacturers assert the fact that they pub- 
lish the formulz of their mixtures as a reason why 
these mixtures should not have applied to them a 
name which has become opprobrious. But do not 
the manufacturers of the most notorious patent 
medicines also publish their formule? By consult- 
ing the records of the patent office at Washington 
the formule of all of them may be procured, but 
the letters patent (from /atee, to open), while per- 
mitting their opening for the perusal of all who may 
desire, at the same time prohibits the appropriation 
of any of the ideas for which the letters were granted 
While the proprietor of a copyrighted medicine as- 
serts truly that his formula is published, he knows 
that it is equally true that this publication avails the 
profession nothing. The instant in which he might 
detect another manufacturer compounding a mixture 
from this formula and attaching to it the name he 
had given it he would seek the protection which the 
law provides. 

It has always been a mystery to us how physicians, 
inordinate sticklers for the ethics of the profession 
as enunciated by the code, should support by their 
patronage pharmacists who by copyrighting their 
preparations, live in open and flagrant violation of 
this code. Consistency, however, is a jewel, which 
some very estimable men seem never to have pos- 
sessed themselves of. 


- 
Health Officer for the Port of New 
York. 


\V E learn from the daily press that Dr. William 
M. Smith, of Angelica, Alleghany county, 
New York, has been appointed by the Governor 
of that commonwealth, and the appointment ap- 
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proved by the Senate thereof, to succeed Dr. Van- 
derpool as Health Officer of the New 
York. With some knowledge of the profession and 
the pleasure of a not 
quaintance with its members we have yet to learn 
who is Dr. Wm. M. Smith. 
sional attainmevts or achievements have not famil- 
iarized his name with the profession, and we have 
yet to learn that he is in any way especially fitted 
to discharge the responsible duties which attach to 


port of 


very limited personal ac- 


Certainly his profes- 


the office of which he has been appointed incum- 
bent. Why then is he appointed to this office? 
He was surgeon of volunteers during the war, but 
that itself his only 
qualification. 
entering the muddy 
the raison d’et Dr. Smith has been an Assembly- 


could in hardly have been 


Leaving the domain of science and 
strike 


waters of politics we 
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man and a tember of a political State Com- 
mittee. 

It may be asked, what business is it of ours 
who is Health Officer of the Port of New York? 


As one interest- 
sanitation it is 
As a resident 


What is he to us or we to him ? 
ed in the great 
right to be interested in this matter. 
of this city of Detroit we have an additional right. 
We are situated on the great highway between the 
east and the west, and we are consequently much 
interested in the manner in which the duties of 
the Health Officer of the Port of New York are 
discharged, a at which the great bulk of the 
immigration which passes through this point lands. 


problem of our 


port 


It is of great importance to us that the man on 
whose skill and judgment the health of the west 


so much depends should be an adept in sanitary 
science and well versed in medicine. There are 
many men in the port to which Dr. Smith was 


appointed Health Officer whose appointment would 
have left us in not the slightest doubt in regard 
to the faithful and efficient discharge of the duties 
of the office—men who have made for themselves 
a record which would guarantee their fitness. It 
is a suggestive commentary on our political system 
that such men should be passed by and duties of 
such vital importance entrusted to an _ inexperi 
enced practitioner from a small inland town, whose 
only qualification consists in his ability to manip- 
ulate a caucus or to make a stump speech. 
ip rarcs 
Detroit U. S. Marine Hospital. 


N noticing the Report of the Supervising Sur- 
geon-general of the Marine Hospital Service, in 


our March number, we animadverted upon the 
condition of the Marine Hospital of this city. 
Our remarks called forth a letter from Dr. Hamil- 


ton, dissenting from our views and inviting us to 
The 


being accompanied by an implied intimation that 


visit the institution in question. invitation 
the condition of affairs on which we based our re- 
marks did not exist, we gladly did ourselves the 


We found Dr. 


Hutton in charge and only a cursory glance was 


honor and pleasure of accepting it. 


necessary to convince us that in a very short time 
many of the conditions which prompted our unfav- 
orable notice had disappeared, and that the work 
of making the hospital unobjectionable is proceed 
ing in a very satisfactory manner. Dr. Hutton 
on assuming charge even advanced out of his pri- 
vate purse money to make changes, the necessities 


Editorial Department. 


| the glaring defects. 
| expenditure of at least 
| shall 
| amount has been 
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for which were immediate, trusting to be reim- 
bursed from appropriations to be made by con- 
gress, which body has been asked to devote 
| $1,450 to improvement in this Hospital. This 


| amount is entirely inadequate to the carrying out 


but it will suffice to 


There is ample room for the 


of needed reforms, remove 


$5,000, and we trust we 


be able at no distant date to report that this 


set aside by the powers that 


| be. 


Detroit from its geographical situation is an es- 
pecially desirable site for a Marine Hospital. It 
is midway between Buffalo and Chicago, and dur- 
ing the period of navigation it is the most 
venient point at which to put the sick or injured 
sailor ashore. The‘site on which the hospital ex- 


con- 


isting here is built is an admirable one, the 
grounds being spacious and on the shore of the 
finest river in the world, while the sanitary sur- 


All that is needed 
to make it in every respect first-class is the 
penditure of a littke money. The manner in 


which Congress has treated it has been 


roundings are unobjectionable. 
ex- 


niggardly 
in the extreme, and in our opinion our represent- 
ative in Congress could do but few things more 
acceptable to our citizens, or to seamen generally, 
than to secure for the Hospital a sufficient appro- 


priation to make it what it should be. 





Notes and Comments. 


Hydrate of Chloral. 

Dr. H. H. Kane, of New York 
requests members of the profession with any 
perience whatever in the use of the hydrate of 
chloral to answer the following questions, and give 


city, specially 


ex- 


any information they may possess with reference 
to the literature of the subject: 

1. What is your usual commencing dose? 

2. What is lhe largest amount you have admin- 


istered at one dose, and the largest amount in 
twenty-four hours ? 
3. In what diseases have you used it (by the 


mouth, rectum, or hypodermically), and with what 


| results ? 


4. Have you known it to affect the sight? 
5. Have you ever seen cutaneous eruptions pro- 
duced by it? 

6. Do you know of any instances where death 
resulted from attributed to its use? If so, 
please give full particulars as to disease for which 


or was 


given ; condition of pulse, pupils, respiration and 
temperature ; manner of death ; condition of heart, 
lungs and kidneys ; general condition, 
perament, employment, etc., etc 


age, tem- 
., etc. If an autopsy 
was held, please state the condition there found. 

7. Have you seen any peculiar manifestations 
from chloral—as tetanus, convulsions, or delirium ? 

8. Do you know of any cases of the 
habit? If so, please state the amount used, the 
disease for which the drug was originally admin- 
istered, the person’s temperament, and the present 
condition of the patient. 


chloral- 


Physicians are earnestly requested to answer 
the above questions, especially 6 and 8, fully, in 
order that the resulting statistics may be as val- 


uable as possible. 
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All communications will be considered strictly 

confidential, the writer’s name not being used when 

a request to that effect is made. Address all let- 

ters to Dr. H. H. Kane, 366 Bleecker Street, New 

York City. 

American Medical Association. 

The Thirty-first Annual Session will be held in 
the city of New York, on Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday, June 1, 2, 3, com- 
mencing on Tuesday at II A. M. 

‘* The delegates shall receive their appointment 
from permanently organized State Medical Socie- 
ties, and such County and District Medical Socie- 
ties as are recognized by- representation in their 
respective State Societies, and from the Medical 
Department of the Army and Navy of the United 
States.” 

‘*Each State, County, and District Medical So- 
ciety entitled to representation shall have the priv- 
ilege of sending to the Association one delegate 
for every ten of its regular resident members, and 
one for additional fraction of more than 
half that number: Provided, however. that the 
number of delegates for any particular State, ter- 
ritory, county, city or town shall not exceed the 
ratio of one in ten of the resident physicians 
who may have signed the Code of Ethics of the 
Association.” 

Secretaries of Medical Societies as above desig- 
nated are earnestly requested to forward, at once, 
lists of their delegates to W. B. Atkinson, M. D., 
Permanent Secretary, 1400 Pine St., Philadelphia. 


and 4, 


every 


The Hair. 

We would call the attention of our readers to the 
advertisement of Dr. Leonard’s work on the ‘‘ Hair, 
its Growth, Care, Diseases and Treatment,”’ which 
appears elsewhere in this number. The book is an 
interesting one, aside from its medical portions, in 


the amount of ancient history that has been con- | 


sulted in its preparation. One would hardly believe 
so much had been really written upon these smaller, 
calls them, ‘‘excrementitious,” 
The volume is printed on 


of mechanical 


or as Shakespeare 
members of our bodies. 
heavy toned paper, and in 
execution, as regards typography, press-work and 
binding, has not been excelled in the line of med- 
ical publications. A large order has recently been 
received from a London (England) book firm for 
them. This should be sufficient testimony upon 
the general worth of the book. 


point 


Peculiar Effects of Coto Bark. 

A correspondent writes us that he has noticed 
symptoms similar to those of strychnine poisoning 
to follow the administration of the following pre- 
scription : 

BF. ext. coto bark, 


Mucilage gum arabic, 
Simple syrup, ai 3 ss. 
Cinnamon water, to make 3 viij. 

M. Sig.—A tablespoonful three or four times a 
day. 

We have not before heard of or seen any such 
effects following the administration of coto, and 
would be pleased to receive from our readers any 
report which may tend to throw light on the sub- 
ject. 





The Therapeutic Gazette. 


A New Editor. 

It is with no ordinary degree of pleasure that we 
find ourselves able to announce that we shall here- 
after associate with us in our editorial labors Prof. 
Carl Jungk, Ph. D. 
a new one to our readers, several articles from his 


The name of Prof. Jungk is not 


pen having already appeared in our columns, articles, 
moreover, whose scientific merit was attested by the 
comments which they elicited from our contempora- 
ries. Prof. Jungk is a graduate of the University of 
Giesen, Germany, and is at present Professor of 
Chemistry in the Michigan 

Having received the benefits of the train- 


General College of 
Medicine. 
ing given by an a/ma mater of world-wide reputation, 
he has cultivated the habit of scientific investigation 
and original research, and we congratulate our read 
ers on his acquisition to our staff. 


Michigan State Medical Society. 

The fifteenth the Michigan 
State Medical Society will be held at the city of 
Grand Rapids on the second Wednesday of May, 
1880 (12th prox.), commencing at 10 A.M. The in- 
dications are that the coming meeting will be one 
of unusual interest, and we hope to see present a 
large representation of such members of the pro- 
fession as have no_ personal but 
whose interests are such as are purely in the line 
of medical progress. With such a gathering much 
may be done towards giving the cause of medical 
education in this State such an impetus as the in- 


annual meeting of 


ends in view 


terests of the profession demand. 
Chicago Medical Gazette. 

We would ask the especial attention of our read- 
ers to the advertisement ot the Chicago Medical 
Gazette in the present number. This journal has 
instituted a new departure in medical journalism in 
country, it being distinctively an editorial jour- 
and every article not contributed, bearing the 
attend- 


this 
nal, 


distinctive editorial impress. The success 


| ing its introduction has been very satisfactory, and 


the very flattering notices it has received from the 
medical press, both at home and abroad, has induced 
us to make arrangements through which our read- 


ers may be able at reduced rates to add it to their 


list of journals. The inducements we are enabled 
to offer are unusual. 
Important to Subscribers. 

Our publisher has had the mailing list of the 
GAZETTE printed, and hopes in future to avoid the 
errors in addressing which are inseparable from 
the mailing of a large list in the old way. Should 
any of the names on the address as printed be 
mis-spelt, or the date on which the subscription ex- 
we hope subscribers 
may be 


pires be incorrectly stated, 
will promptly notify us, so that the list 


| perfected in every detail. 





Back Numbers Druggists’ Circular Wanted. 


We desire to complete our files of the Drug- 
gists’ Circular and find the following numbers 
wanting : The whole volume of 1862, February 


No. of 1863, and June, July, October and Decem- 
ber Nos. of 1879. Any one who may be able to 
supply any or all of these will confer a favor by 
addressing us stating the price asked. 
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Recognition. 

The firm of Lindsay & Blakiston, the well known 
medical publishers and importers, has been suc- 
ceeded by Presley Blakiston, who will continue the 
publishing, importing and retailing of medical and 
1o12 Walnut 


scientific works at his new quarters, 


St., Philadelphia. He will furnish catalogues on 
application. 
Foreign Notice. . 


The 
March Ist, 
a report of the proceedings of the late San- 


Sanitary Engineer, London, England, of 


1880, contains, with a complimentary 
notice, 
itary Convention held in this city. The president's 
(Dr. Brodie’s) address on the occasion is given in 


full. 





Book Reviews and Notices. 
The Micr pe and Microscopical Technology. A text-book for 
Physicians and Students. By Heinrich Frey, Professor of 


Medicine in the University of Zurich. Translated and edited 


by George R. Cutter, M. D., Surgeon New York Eye and Ear 
Infirmary ; Ophthalmic and Aural Surgeon tothe St. Cather- 


ine and Williamsburgh Hospitals, etc Illustrated by 388 en- 


gravings on wood. Second edition. New York: Wm. Wood 
& Co. 1880. Price, $6.00; red leather, $7.00. 

This is a volume of 360 pages, translated from 
the German, and although a German work, the 


translator and editor, Dr. Cutter, has introduced 
into it a feature of great value to American mi- 
croscopists that does not appear in any other 


work on the microscope, viz., a concise, historical 


sketch of all the leading microscope makers of 





North America, with a notice of their productions 
in this line; and in the back part of the book 
very full price-lists of foreign and American mi- 


croscope firms. 


This book, notwithstanding it was intended more 
particularly for physicians and their students, gen- 
rich 
It is 


eral microscopical observers will find it a 
addition to the literature on the microscope. 
divided into twenty-six sections, each section treat- 
ing fully and very plainly of the topic discussed. 

The first section treats of the theory of the mi- 
croscope ; other Sections describe the apparatus for 
how to use it; the 


measuring and drawing, and 


use of the microscope; the preparation of micros- 
in- 


the 


copic objects; methods of staining; method of 


jecting; the mounting of microscopic objects; 
method of preparing for observation specimens of 
blood, epithelium, tissues, bones and teeth, muscles 
respiratory 
The 


engravings enhance the 


and nerves, glands, digestive organs, 
organs, urinary organs, organs of sense, etc. 
many illustrations by wood 
value of the work. In the copy received by us 
either the printer used two much ink or not enough 
care was taken in the engravings, as'some of the 
illustrations are very much blurred, almost destroy- 
ing their usefulness; otherwise we cordially 


the the 


can 


commend work to profession and others 
interested in microscopy. 
of Uterine 


rapeutical Suggestions 


Strictures, with Sur- 
By T. H. Buck- 
ler, M. D., Baltimore, Md., (Reprinted from Boston Medical 
and 1 


Notes on the Anatomical Relations 

gical Remarks and The 
Surgical Journal), Cambridge: Riverside Press, 1880. 
» PP. 34 


We think the gentleman has a white elephant of con- 


10-Mo 


siderable size on his hands who attempts to make good 
the assertions that nearly all the ills the womb is heir 
to can be 
of the 


clearly traced to a spasmodic action 


fibres of uterine 


circular 


layer of 


Department. 


tissue 
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about the inner os. We should say his 
was decidedly lacking when he refers 
ovarian tumors and fibroid, all to 
that produces hemorrhages 


pathology 
carcinoma, 
the same cause 
and fluxions and pro- 
of the fibres of the con- 
(We don’t like his Latin 
First of all, too, we should be very much 


lapsus, viz., the contraction 
strictor cervicis uteri muscle. 
either). 
pleased to see this wonderful muscle, that he says 
‘*surrounds the neck and lower third of the uterus 
BEING PROPORTION never more broad than in the un- 


impregnated uterus (definite broadness that) and 
never more narrow than at the full period of ges- 
tation (definite narrowness that) when its fibres are 


rolled together in the form of a ring, which drags 
together the ends and loops of the longitudinal fibres 
and closes the mouth of the womb,” 

A handy muscle that, that can so conveniently slip 
itself down, like a rubber ring, from the internal os 
to the external os, in times of pregnancy, to pucker 
things together. 


Equally scientific is the assertion that ‘‘a prurient 


will make the neck of 
the like a 
turtle’s head from its shell, to a distance of ‘‘ two, 


thought or sexual desire ”’ 


the uterus stretch itself out from body 
a much as 


that 


two and one-half, three and sometimes 


four inches.”” He must have forgotten many 


vaginz are barely four inches in depth, and how 


it must look to see a uterine mouth out of the vul- 
va as the effect of a ‘‘ prurient thought or sexual 
desire!” In one of his prescriptions—this possibly 


is a typographical error—he has ordered ‘three ounces 


of the extract of conium, with other ingredients, 
to be divided into eighty pills, taking one after 


each meal. Still, this pill of eighteen grains of ex- 
tract of conium is’nt much more of a ‘‘ whopper”’ 


than his two-inch or four-inch uterine neck stretchcs. 
A Practical Treatise on Nervous Exhaustion (Neurasthenia), its 
Symptoms, Nature, Sequences, Treatment. By George M. 


Beard, A. M., M. D., Fellow of the Academy of Medicine; of 


the New York Academy of Science; Vice President of the 
American Academy of Medicine; Member of the American 
Neurological Association; of the American Medical Associa- 
tion; New York Neurological Society, etc. New York: Wm 


Wood & Co., 27 Great Jones St. 

Price, $1.75. 

The that the 
work is the result of the experience and study of 


1880. From the Publishers. 


author informs his readers present 
his entire professional life in the subject to which 
it relates. 


The term neurasthenia, which literally 


means ‘‘lack of nerve strength,” the author uses 


to cover all forms and types of nervous exhaustion. 
the 


In strictness disease 


should appear both in 
the volume on the brain and on the spinal cord 
—in the former as cerebrasthenia, or exhaustion of 


the brain; in the latter as myelasthenia, or exhaus- 


tion of the spinal cord. Our author designates 


‘*neurasthenia as an American disease, in this that 


it is very much more common here than in any 
other part of the civilized world, and as here it 
first received its name and description.” 

The subject is treated in five chapters. rst. In- 


troduction. 2d. Symptoms of Nervous Exhaustion. 
3d. Nature and Diagnosis of Nervous Exhaustion. 
4th. Prognosis and Sequences of Nervous Exhaus- 
tion. sth. Treatment and Hygiene of Nervous 
Exhaustion. 

To understand the subject as laid down by the 
author the whole book should be read. 
" with exhaust- 
ively the symptoms of neurasthenia—those hitherto 


He states, 


To describe thoroughness if not 
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assigned to the other affections or regarded as 
special and distinct diseases themselves, to shew 
their relations and interdependence, to distinguish 
them from the oftentimes closely resembling symp- 
toms of organic disease on the one hand and the 
symptoms of hysteria and hypochondria on the 
other hand, to unify and harmonize the complex 
developments and manifestations of this malady, 
to indicate its pathology and rationale, and trace 
out in detail its prognosis, sequences, treatment 
and hygiene, is the task undertaken in the present 

volume.” It is a handsome octavo volume of 198 

pages, fine white paper and clear type, with a full 

index. We commend it to the medical profession 
everywhere. 

The Essentials of Anatomy. Designed as a Text-book for Students 
and as a Book of Easy Reference for the Practitioner. By 
William Dariing, M. D., F. R. C. S., Prof. of Anatomy in the 
Medical Department of the New York University, and Am- 
brose L. Ranney, A. M.,M. D., Adjunct Professor of Anato- 
my in the Medical Department of the New York University, 
New York: G. P, Putnam's Sons, 182 Fifth Ave. 1880. Price, 

$4.00. From the Publishers. For sale in Detroit by E. B. 
Smith & Co. 

This is an octavo volume of 630 pages, and as 
its title page informs, is truly the essentials of 
anatomy. The work is divided into six parts. 
The 1st. Osteology. 2d. Arthrology. 3d. Myology. 
4th. Angeiology. 5th. Neurology. 6th. Splanch- 
nology. Each part is subdivided into divisions and 
designated with the letters of the alphabet. ‘‘ The 
work deals principally with anatomical facts, rather 
than with questionable microscopic discoveries, 
since however valuable the latter may be as a step 
towards positive knowledge, they are constantly 
changing with the advance of science, and can be 
best acquired from the exhaustive treatises which 
are from time to time appearing on these subjects.” 

For the student it contains only what he ought 
to learn, and in such a concise manner as to 
meet his comprehension and save him valuable 
time. 

For the general practitioner, who has not time 
to refresh his memory from the usual standard 
works upon anatomy, it serves as a lexicon, no 
further reading being required than what is de- 
manded to gain the point sought for. That the 
descriptions are correct no better voucher need be 
required than the names of Professor Wm. Darling 
and Prof. A. L. Ranny, both of whom have been 
so long at the head of teachers of anatomy. It 
is a new style of book in its arrangement, being 
concise and sufficiently explanatory. 

Sore Throat—Its Nature, Varieties and Treatment. Including the 
Connection between Affections of the Throat and Other Dis- 
eases. By Prosser James, M. D., Lecturer on Materia Medica 
and Therapeutics at the London Hospital; Physician to the 
Hospital for Diseases of the Throat and Chest; Late Physician 
to the North London Consumption Hospital, etc. Fourth Edi- 
tion. Illustrated with Hand-colored Plates. Philadelphia: Lind- 
say & Blakiston. 1880, Forsale in Detroit by E. B. Smith & Co. 
Price, $2.25. 

We have taken special pains to examine the above 
book, and must write that we consider it a valua- 
ble one on the subject upon which it treats. 
The author has gone fully enough into the sub- 
ject to make it plain and readable. On _ the 
mooted question of identity or non-identity of 
true croup with diphtheria, he considers croup as 
an inflammatory disease, while diphtheria is a 
blood disease ; and while in recovering from croup 


there generally is no residuum, yet more often 
than otherwise in diphtheria paralysis involves both 
sensor and motor nerves, and becomes complete, 
to the great danger of the patient and disappoint- 
ment of the attendant. 

The plates are capital and thoroughly illustrate 
the text. The work is thoroughly indexed, thus 
making it a complete work on the subject and 
readily available. It is @qually valuable to the 
teacher, the practitioner and the student, and would 
not come amiss to the general reader. We cor- 
dially commend it to our readers. 


Brain-Work and Over-Work. By H. C. Wood, Jr., M. D., of Phila 
delphia, Clinical Professor of Nervous Diseases in the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania, Member of the National Academy of 
Science, etc., etc. Philadelphia: Presley Blakiston, 1o12 Wal- 
nut St. From the Publisher. For sale in Detroit by E. B 
Smith & Co. Price, 50 cents. 

This is No. 10 of the American Health Primers, 
edited by A. W. Keen, M. D., and is from the 
pen of Dr. Wood, than whom no one is better 
qualified to write on the subject. The work is 
divided into seven chapters. Ist. Introduction. 2d. 
General Causes of Nervous Trouble. 3d. Work. 
4th. Rest in Labor. 5th. Rest in Recreation. 6th. 
Rest in Sleep. 7th. Conclusion. This is a valua- 
ble book, written in an easy style, and can be 
comprehended by any reader. It is written for 
the people, and yet the physician can learn some 
things from its study. We cordially recommend 
it to everybody, but more especially to those who 
are engaged in brain-work and over-work 


Pamphlets Received. 


Report of the Asylum for the Insane, London, Ontario, for the year 
ending Sept. 30, 1879. Addressed to J. W. Longmuir, Esq., 
Inspector of Asylums and for the Province of Ontario. By R 
M. Bucke, M. D., Superintendent. Compliments of Dr. 
Bucke. 

This institution has a capacity of g12 beds. 
The main building 544, a refractory branch of 
186 beds, and a group of cottages with a capacity 
of 186 beds. The asylum is now completed, and 
from our personal knowledge, cannot be excelled so 
far as the modern style of buildings is concerned. 
The total number of patients under treatment for 
1878-g was 875—444 women and 431 males. Num 
ber discharged recovered and improved, 80—44 
men, 36 women. Number of deaths, 43, or 4.91 
per cent. No deaths from epidemic or preventa- 
ble causes. The medical officers are, R. M. Bucke, 
M. D., Superintendent; T. J. W.° Burgess, M. D., 
Ass’t Supt.; N. H. Beemer, M. D., First Ass’t Phy- 
sician; T. Millmar, M. D., Second Ass’t Physician. 
On the Use of Water for the Sick, and on Thirst. A Clinical Lecture 

at the Pennsylvania Hospital, Oct. 25th, 1879, by J. Forsyth 

Meigs, M. D., one of the Attending Physicians to the Hospital 

‘* Drinking water neither makes a man sick nor in debt, nor 

his wife a widow.”—old English Proverb. Philadelphia: 

Lindsay & Blakiston. 1880. From the Publishers. E. B. 

Smith & Co., Detroit. 

This is a truly interesting and valuable little bro- 
chure of fifty-four pages. The subject is treated 
under four heads. 

Ist. That the sick are sometimes deprived of 
water by the physician and sometimes by the inat- 
tention of the nurse. 

2d. The suffering of those deprived of water by 
accidents, and the morbid condition caused there- 
by. 
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3d. The physiological function of water on the 
economy, and 

4th. Some fixed rules of practice as to the 
furnished sick. 
scientifically, and every 


full 


to produce such a lecture 


amount that ought to be the 


The subject is treated 
word should be read to receive its value. 
No one is better qualified 


than Dr. J. Forsyth Meigs. 


Nitro-Glycerine as a Remedy for Angina Pectoris By Wm. Murrell, 
M. D., M. R. C. P., Lecturer on Practical Physiology at West- 
minster Hospital and Assistant Physician to the Royal Hospital 

Reprinted from the Lancet, 1879. 

With the Author’s 


for Diseases of the Chest. 
J. Richards, 37 Great Queen St., W. ¢ 
Compliments. 

Nitro-glycerine is one of the last agents we would 
We know 
its power as an explosive agent, and true to its 
family 


have suspected to have therapeutic value. 


instincts, when administered to the human 
Dr. M. 
quite a number of cases in which it has proved 


its first effects are felt in the head. relates 
curative in angina pectoris, and it seems worthy of 
further experience. It is given after a short course 
of camphor water, commencing with one drop of 
one per cent, four and in- 
creased gradually to eight drops every four hours. 


solution every hours, 


Radical Cure of Hernia by the Antiseptic Use of the Carbolized Cat- 
By Henry O. Marcy, A. M., M. D., Cambridge, 


gut Ligature 


Mass. Member of the Massachusetts Medical Society, Ameri- 
can Medical Association, late Surgeon U.S. A., etc. Reprint 
from Trans. Am. Med Asso., 1878. Riverside Press. Compli- 


ments of the Author. 

In this the author gives a resumé of the radical cure 
of hernia by ligation, and especially of the carbo- 
lized catgut, explaining its failure by its not being 
properly prepared. 

Messrs. Houghton, Osgood & Co., announce that 
they have in press the very valuable work of Prof. 
Ercolani of Bologna, upon the Utricular Glands of 
the Uterus. This 
French, and received an award of the Academy of 
Science. of Paris. It 
plates, beautifully engraved by Bittini, reproduced 


work has been translated into 


is illustrated by ten quarto 
perfectly by the heliotrope process. It is translated 
by Dr. Henry O. Marcy, of Cambridge, and will be 
a volume of about 500 pages, accompanied by a 
quarto atlas of illustrations. From the reputation 
of the author, translator and publisher, we anticipate 
a very valuable work. 

The Atlantic Monthly for April maintains its high reputation ac- 
quired in a long series of years. reached the 
z7oth number, and presents a table of contents seldom equal- 
led and difficult to excel. In “ Stillwater 
Tragedy,” a serial story by T. B. Aldrich, is commenced, 
and “The Country” by W. D. Howells 
Maintains the interest developed from the first. In the 


it has now 


this number the 
Undiscovered 


Political Reminiscences of Washington, ** The Administra- 
tion of Jackson,” and “* Republican Candidates for the Pre- 
sidency for 1880” are subjects of more than ordinary interest. 
Hougton, Osgood & Company, Boston, Mass., are the Pub- 
lishers. Single nnmbers 25 cents; per annum $4.00. 


Appleton’s Journal for 1880 commences an article by B. W. Rich- 
ardson, M. D., upon “* Health at with an introduc- 
tion on sanitation. He presents the subject under the follow- 
ing heads: Sunlight at Home; Sleep at Home; Bedrooms 
and Beds; Rules for Bedrooms and Floor covering for Bed- 
rooms. It isan admirable article on the subject, and should 
be read by every head of a family. It will be continued in 
the number for May. D. Appleton & Co., 1,3 and 5 Bond 
street, New York. Single numbers 25 cents ; yearly subscrip- 
tion $3.00 ; can be obtained from all booksellers. 


Home.” 


Plea for Cold Climates in the Treatment of Pulmonary Consumption— 
Minnesotaas a Health Resort. By Talbot Jones, M. D., of St. 
Paul, Minn. Reprint from the N. Y. Medical Journal, Sept., 

1879. From the Author. 


Original Department. 
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The Galvano-Cautery as a Therapeutica!l Measure in Chronic Nasal and 
Naso-Pharyngeal Catarrh. By E. L. Shurley, M. D., Fellow of 
the Laryngological Association, Lecturer on Therapeutics and 
Clinical Laryngology in the Detroit Medical College. Read 
before the American Laryngological Association, New York. 
Reprint from the St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal, Jan 
sth, 1880. St. Louis: Geo. H. Rumbold & Co. Com- 
pliments of the Author. 


1550. 


Reflections upon the History and Progress of the Surgical Treatment of 
Wounds and A Report on the Progress of Sur- 
gery, by Edward Borck, M. D., Member of the Med. Chirurg. 
Faculty of Maryland and Baltimore Med. Association, St. 
Louis Medical Society, Missouri State Medical Society, etc., 
etc. Read before the Missouri State Medical Society at Co- 
lumbia, Mo., June, 1879. Reprint from the Transactions 
Compliments of the Author. St. Louis, 1880. 


inflammations 


Lecture on Pain and Anesthetics. Delivered by Invitation before 
the Class of the Pennsylvania College of Dental Surgery, Phil- 
adelphia, February 6th, 1880, by Lawrence Turnbull, M. D. 
Reported by Lewis S. Ayres, D. D. S. Reprint from the Med 

ical and Surgical Reporter, March 6th, 1880. Compliments of 
the author. 


External Rectotomy as a Substitute for Lumbar Colotomy in the Treat 
By Charles B. Kelsey, M. D., 
Surgeon for Diseases of the Rectum to the East Side Infirmary, 
New York. Reprint from the New York Medical Journal, 
March, 1880. New York: D. Appleton & Co., 1, 3 and 5 Bond 
Compliments of the Author. 


ment of Stricture of the Rectum. 


St. 1880. 


Researches on Hearing Through the Medium of the Teeth and Cranial 
By Charles Hermon Thomas,M.D. _ Read before 
the Philadelphia County Medical Society, Dec. 17, 1879. Re 
print from the Philadelphia Medical Times, February, 1880, 
Compliments of the Author. 


Bones. 


On the Nomenclature and Classification of the Diseases of the Skin 
With Remarks upon that recently adopted by the Amer 
ican Dermatological Association. By L. Duncan Bulkley, M 


D. Reprint from Archives of Dermatology, April, 1879 
Compliments of the Author. 
On Use of Water in the Treatment of Diseases of the Skin. By L. 


Dunean Bulkley, A. M., M. D., Physician to the Skin Depart 
ment Dewitt Dispensary, New York, etc., etc. Reprint from 
Chicago Medical Journal and Examiner for January, 1880. 


Report of the East Side Infirmary for Fistula and Other Diseases of the 
Rectum. By Charles B. Kelsey, M. D. Dispensary Buildings, 
304 East Broadway, New York. Incorporated, 1879 New 
York ; Haley & Marx, 94 Fulton St. 1879 


The Therapeutic Action of Quinine. By J. W. Compton, M. D., 
Professor of Materia Medica in the Medical College of Evans 
ville. Reprint from the Indiana Medical Reporter, March, 


1880. Compliments of Dr. Compton. 


Electricity in Medicine and Surgery, with Cases to Illustrate. By 
John O. Caldwell, M. D., Baltimore, Md. 
to Diseases of the Nervous System. 
the author 


Practice limited 


Price 25 cents. From 


Richmond as a Manufacturing and Trading Centre, including a His 
torical Sketch of the City. By R. A. Brock, Esq., Cor Sec’y 


Virginia Historical Society. Compliments of Mann S. Valen- 
tine. 


Strangulated Hernia, with Fecal Fistula, Treated by a New and 

Simple Enterotome and an Anplastic Operation. By the 
Reprint from the Medical and Surgical Re 
porter of October 25, 1879 


same author. 


Excerpta from the Annual Report to the Board of Health for 1879 
By Joseph Holt, M. D., Sanitary Inspector of the First Dis- 
trict of New Orleans. From the author. 


Report of the Resident Physician of Brigham Hall, Cananda gua, N.Y 
A Hospital for the Insane, for the year 1879, from D. R 
Burrall, M. D., Resident Physician. 


Sanitary Organization of Nations. By Henry I. Bowditch, M. D 
Reprint from Boston Medical and Surgical Journal 
the author. 


From 


Monthjy Bulletin of the North Carolina Board of Health, Wilming 
ton, N. C., February, 1880. Compiled by Thomas F. Wood, 
M. D., Sec’y. Compliments of Dr. Wood. 


Clinical Notes Upon the Use of the Galvano-Cautery. By Wm. A 
Byrd, M. D., etc., Quincy, Ill. Reprint from the Practitioner, 
January, 1880 . 


106 The Therapeutic Gazette. 


Therapeutic Progress. 





DEFIBRINATED BLOOD ‘AS A SUBSTITUTE FOR Ex- 
TRACT OF Beer.—‘‘It is the result of centuries of 
obsevation and study,” says Dr. A. H. Smith, in 
his article on rectal alimentation, ‘‘that disease is 
a burden imposed upon the economy, which can 
be sustained and ultimately thrown off only by an 
expenditure of vital energy, and that increasing, 
and not in diminishing, vital force, are we further- 
ing the reparative processes of nature.”’ Great pro- 
minence is therefore given to supporting, instead 
of the former reducing, method of treating disease. 
Rapid tissue-waste demands corresponding supply. 
It is for this reason that restorative and building- 
up remedies are now so much in vogue. Cod liver 
oil, because well fitted for furnishing carbon, is em- 
ployed to reconstruct tissues of which carbon en- 
ters largely as a constituent, as well as for its tonic 
properties. But the most exhausting waste in acute 
cases is of the nitrates, and there is no correspond- 
ing article to cod liver oil for the repair of nitro- 
genous waste. 


Meat as a food, in health, is demanded by the | 


appetite for the supply of waste of nitrates; but 
in sickness, an impaired stomach refuses to digest 
it. Attempts have therefore been made to present 
meat by preparation in a form for easy assimilation. 
Experience, however, proves that these prepara- 
tions are no substitute for meat, and the numerous 
extracts and essences of meat flooding the market 
are but records of many failures. 

New Remedies for January, 1880, contains an 
original communication from Adolph Scheppe, on 
extract of meat, fron which we glean as follows: 
‘*Liebig’s Extract, and the extracts from Monte- 
video, San Antonio (Texas), Fray Bentos (Uruguay), 
are made by extraction with cold water, and sub- 
sequently heating to the boiling point ; in this way 
all albumen coagulable by heat, gelatine, and fat, 
are left behind. They therefore are not nutrients at 
all, but must be considered as nervous stimulants, 
like tea, coffee, chocolate, brandy, and _ similar 
articles.”” Then follows an analysis, giving the com- 
position of Liebig’s Extract of Beef and a number of 
other preparations extensively advertised. In John- 
son’s Fluid Beef it is found that the want of albumen 
in the extractis supplied by the addition of powdered 
meat. There is no advantage, however, in this over 
beef itself as an article of food, and surely the beef is 
much cheaper. Valentine’s Meat Juice ‘‘is stated to 
be made by partly roasting the meat, by which pro- 
cess the albumen coagulates, and obtaining the juice, 
by subjecting to hydraulic pressure.. . . . This 
extract contains no appreciable amount of albumen 
coagulable by heat; by the process of roasting, a 
minute quantity is peptonized. Compared with Lie- 
big’s Extract it is very expensive, the price being 
double, and the strength less than two-thirds.” 
London Essence of Beef contains more water, and 
less solid matter, than the meat from which prepared. 
It therefore cannot claim to be a condensation, and 
is deficient in many other points. Mensman’s Pep- 
tonized Beef is stated by this authority to contain 
coagulable albumen and blood, ‘‘The presence of 
coagulable albumen and blood is incompatible with 
the process of peptonization, since both of those 


substances are the first to be changed in their nature, 
by the action of the acid necessary for the successful 


completion of the process.” He also states that tests 
fail to indicate any appreciable quantity of peptone, 
The analysis following this statement gives but 5.76 
per cent. of solids, altogether, in the preparation, 
while meat, freed from fat, contains 21.5 percent. It 
seems, therefore, that the article is not only mis- 
named, but is found wanting in other respects. 

Beef-tea has also long lost prestige as a dietetic, 
It has hardly any nutritive value. Albumen is the 
constituent desired from the beef; it contains the 
nitrogen. But albumen coagulates at 160° F. ; boil- 
ing beef in water at 212° F. will not extract the 
albumen ; it only serves to lock it up the tighter, 
No nutritive value, of any consequence, can, there- 
fore, be imparted to the water in which beef is boiled. 
This water cannot support life. Beef-tea has gone 
into disrepute along with the extracts and essences 
stimulants—little more. 

But why cannot a sick man digest meat? Is it not 
because an impaired stomach refuses to break down 
the organized fibre, and to set free the albumen? 
Thé raw white of an egg is easily assimilated even 
when milk is rejected. Why not, then, use meat 
before it is organized at all, viz., blood? Blood is 
but meat in liquid form, every ounce containing as 
much solid matter as an ounce of meat. If digested 
and assimilated, there is no reason to suppose that it 
will not feed the tissues in the same manner as beef. 
Blood was designed by nature as tissue-food. 

But it is argued that blood is disgusting to patients, 
and few will take the prescription. This is admitted; 
but the same holds good with cod-liver oil. Both 
can be disguised, however. If defibrinated blood be 
afterward it can be dissolved in a suitable 





first dried,’ 
vehicle, to render it palatable. Of several such 





vehicles subjected to experiment, a mixture of brandy 
and glycerine seems best. One part of each to four 
parts of water, in which the desiccated blood is first 
dissolved, furnished a pleasant mixture. The solu- 
tion can be made of the same strength as the original 
blood, and is easily tolerated by thestomach. About 
a drachm of the powder in each fluid ounce of the 
finished preparation should be employed. 

Blood, as an article of diet, has long been used by 
the Germans in various ways. Patients who drink it 
at the abattoirs for wasting diseases are frequently 
greatly benefitted by the practice ; and at the various 
hospitals and public institutions in New York, where 
it is given fer orem, there is no hesitancy in the 
expression that benefit accrues from its use. 

The article quaffed at the butcher’s shambles is 
always defibrinated. This is accomplished by stirring 
and then removing the stringy fibrin. The fibrin in 
this condition, from its resemblance, is called veins 
by the unscientific butchers. The blood is. then ready 
for drinking, and is said to taste very much like 
warm fresh milk. Such a small amount of nitro- 
genous constituents is lost by defibrinization that the 
value of the blood as a nutrient is not materially 
lessened.—F. E. Stewart, Ph. G., M. D., in N. Y. 
Medical Record. 


THERAPEUTICS OF STARCH DiGeEsTion.—The di 
gestion of starch consists, as is well known, in its 
conversion into sugar and dextrine. This conver- 
sion is effected partly by the saliva and partly by 
the pancreatic juice, and is due to a special fer- 


* See article on New Method of Rectal Alimentation, Medical 


| Record, Jan. 3, 1880, for description of desiccated blood 























The 
of the saliva goes by the name of ptyalin, and is 
held to the 
That of different, 
yet Before 


ferment 


ment contained in these secretions. 


identical with diastase of. malt. 


but 
these 


be 

the 
known of it. 

their 


pancreas is not much 


is as ferments 
can exercise power the cellulose investments 
of the starch granule must be ruptured, and this 
is usually accomplished for the human subject by 
the art of cooking. It is a matter of capital im- 
portance, therefore, in the sfk room, to make sure 
that gruels, puddings, and other farinaceous dishes 
cooked. 
the 
the 


Farinaceous 


prepared for the invalid, are thoroughly 
In infants of three or four months of 


feeble 
ancreatic secretion is probably inert. 
pe I ; 


age 


saliva has but diastatic power, and 


articles are unfit food for young infants 


then 
artificial assist their di- 
] 


older people also, various morbid con- 


unless means are used to 





gestion. In 
ditions are 
ve can be 


this defect by artificial means. In 


found, where the saliva is scant, when 


of use to our patients by remedying 


malt and _ bar- 


ley we have at command an unlimited supply of 


diastatic power, and renewed interest has been 
excited in that subject by the various prepara- 
tions called ‘‘ malt extracts,” ‘‘maltine,’” etc. 
Dr. Roberts, after thoroughly investigating the sub- 


ject, comes to the conclusion that the value of 


these preparations as food is but little better than 
so much syrup, and that the statements made in 


the advertisements are ridiculous exaggerations. 
Their medicinal value depends entirely on the 
amount of diastase which they contain. Dr. 
Roberts prefers to use a cold water infusion of 


malt made by mixing three ounces (or three piled- 
up tablespoonfuls) of crushed malt with half a pint 
The 


over night—that is, 


mixture is allowed to stand 
for 
and is then filtered through paper, 
Malt 


color like sherry, a 


of cold water. 


twelve or fifteen hours, 
yielding about 
seven ounces of product. infusion as thus 
brown 
the 


It is an energetic diastatic agent, and is quite as 


prepared has a light 


faint, sweetish taste, and odor of beer-wort. 


powerful as the average specimens of malt extract. 
It will not keep, however, and must be prepared 
two ways of using 


There are 


They may 


fresh every day. 


these malt preparations. be adminis- 
tered with the food, the patient being directed to 
extract or malt infusion dur- 
Malt extract is taken 
diluted 
be taken 


The malt 


sip his dose of malt 
ing the progress of the meal. 
one or two dessertspoonfuls 


milk. Malt 


in the same way and in similar doses. 


in doses of 


with water or infusion may 


preparations may be used to predigest the starchy 





food. Liebig first pointed out the advantage—or 


rather the necessity—of predigesting the starchy 


aliments given to young infants, and suggested a 


process for preparing ‘‘infant’s food.’”’ This pro- 
cess, chemically perfect, is complicated and impos- 
sible to be All 


infusion. 


performed by ordinary nurses. 


difficulties disappear if we use the malt 


By this, Liebig’s idea can be carried out to com- 
pletion with perfect ease, and a much wider appli- 
cation can be given to it than seems to have been 
contemplated by its illustrious author. The mode 
of proceeding with the malt infusion is as follows: 
A suitable gruel is prepared from wheat, or other 
flour, or from oatmeal, groats, pearl barley, arrow- 
root, or any other farina, and may be made with 


water alone or mixed with milk or broth, in all 
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cases being well boiled. When the gruel is cold, 
or at least sufficiently cool enough to be tolerated 
in the mouth, the malt infusion is added. One 
tablespoonful (well mixed therewith) is sufficient to 
digest half a pint of gruel. The action is very 
rapid; in a few minutes the gruel becomes thin 
from the conversion of the starch. The food is 
then ready for use. The gruel must be sufficiently 
cool to be held in the mouth, for the ferment is 


rendered inert at and above 157° F. The product 


of the action of malt on starch is not grape sugar 
nor cane sugar, but maltose, and maltose has very 
little sweetening power. Gruel thus digested, there- 
fore, Suffers little change of taste, and the addition 


of milk or broth produces scarcely any appreciable 


alteration of flavor. The trials Dr. Roberts has 
made, in actual practice of food thus concocted, 
have been highly satisfactory. The extract of 


pancreas has extraordinary diastatic power. A sam- 


ple made by infusing one part of fresh pancreas 


with seven parts of water, was found on trial to 


possess fully twenty times the diastatic power of 


the malt infusion, and might be used as a sub- 
stitute in reduced doses. It has, however, more 
important uses as an artificial aid to the diges- 
tion of proteid substances, with which we are 
not at present concerned.— Wm. Roberts, M. D., 
F.R. S., in The Practitioner. 

THE PHYSIOLOGICAL ACTION AND THERAPEUTIC 


VALUE OF SCLEROTIC ACID.—Sclerotic acid is prob 
rye. It was 
discovered in 1877 by Dragendorff, of Dorpat, and 


ably the active principle of ergot of 


is an amorphous, cinnamon-brown substance, of the 
Cr2HigNOo, 
readily soluble in water. 


empirical formula hygroscopic, and 


Good ergot contains about 
of it in with 
It is a very feeble acid, and in the presence 


four or five per cent. combination 
bases. 
of calcic carbonate only causes an evolution of car- 
With sodium, 
With 
molybdate of ammonia its aqueous solution gives 
with 


bonic acid when warmed. however, 


it forms a stable sclerotinate. phospho- 


a dark green, tannin a reddish, precipitate. 


So much for its chemistry. Its physiological pro- 
perties have lately undergone very careful investi- 
gation by Nikitin, in Professor Rossbach’s labora- 
tory at Wiirzburg (Wiirzburger Phys. Med. Verhand., 
Centralblatt Med. Wiss., No. 42, He 
finds that it is so rapidly excreted by the kidneys 


xiii ; 1879). 


in warm-blooded animals that not a trace can be 


detected in from forty to forty-eight hours after its 
administration. Very large doses cause death by 


general paralysis; and in warm-blooded animals 


their immediate effect is a depression of tempera- 
Cent., which continues until 
Professor Binz (Grundziige der Arnzneimit- 
tellehre-Sechste that 
gramme sclerotic acid gradually brought on general 


ture of from 1° to 3 
death. 
Auflage, S. 53), states 0.01 
paralysis in a middle-sized specimen of Rana escu- 
lenta, but that the next day the creature was again 
Nikitin the 


sclerotic acid and its sodium salt as follows: 


well and lively. sums up action of 
—They 
both possess the physiological and therapeutic pro- 
itself, but the sclerotinate is a 


weaker drug than the acid. 30th 


perties of ergot 
chiefly act on 
the central nervous system. Frogs are very sensi- 


tive to the acid; mammals, carnivora are 


In frogs the 


among 


more effected by it than herbivora. 
reflex irritability of the spinal cord is 


completely 
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abolished ; in warm-blooded animals it is never quite 
lost even just before death. The acid only para- 
lyses the sensory nerves if brought into direct con- 
tact with their peripheral ends; the motor nerves 
as well as the striped muscles are unaffected by it. 
In mammals the heart is not influenced even by 
relatively large doses. The blood-pressure is only 
permanently reduced by large doses. At death the 
respiration ceases before the heart. In mammals 
the acid accelerates the intestinal peristalsis; and 
it excites contraction both of the pregnant and 
non-pregnant uterus, pre-existing contractions being 
intensified so that the organ assumes a paler tint. 
Nikitin has not observed any poisonous effect on 
the foetus 7# utero either from the acid or the so- 
dium sclerotinate. From his experiments on ani- 
mals, he calculates that an adult man weighing 
fifty kilogrammes would be killed by about ten 
grammes sclerotic acid. In any case it is a much 
less powerful poison than most of our officinal 
alkaloids. The ordinary dose which has been 
hitherto given by subcutaneous injection is, how- 
ever, only 0.02 to 0.03 gramme two or three times 
daily. Sclerotic acid seems. likely before long to 
partially replace ergot as a drug. It has the ad- 
vantage of remaining indefinitely without loss of 
strength, if only kept in a dry place and undis- 
solved. Its sodium salt Nikitin considers the best 
preparation for internal use in the human sub- 


ject. Subcutaneous injection of either drug causes | 
a ‘‘sharp biting” pain, which passes off ina few | 


minutes. Von Ziemssen claims for sclerotic acid 


over ergotin that the former causes no inflam- | 


mation at the seat of puncture.—/ondon (FEng.) 
Med. Times and Gazette. 


THE PHYSIOLOGICAL EFFECT AND THERAPEUTIC 


VALUE OF SCLEROTINIC ACID AND SCLEROTINATE OF 
Sopium.—Dr. W. Nikitin, in Wareburger Phys. Med. 


Verhandl., X11, reports the results of some experi- | 


ments performed by himself under the guidance 
of Prof. Rossback, with sclerotinic acid, on cold 
and warm-blooded animals. 

He found sclerotinic acid in the urine of the 
latter two hours after having injected it subcuta- 
neously, but no trace of it after forty hours. Half 
a grain of the acid injected into his own arm pro- 
duced a sharp, biting pain at the point of injec- 
tion, with a feeling of warmth over the whole 
arm, which symptoms disappeared entirely within 
thirty-six hours. An injection of sclerotinate of 
sodium produced the same sensation, which, how- 
ever, disappeared in a few minutes. 

He found that three-quarters of a grain of either 
the acid or the salt, administered to frogs, and 
eight grains to warm-blooded animals (he does not 
specify), would produce general paralysis, while 
the smallest doses which proved fatal was for 
frogs one and four-fifth grains, for kittens four and 
one half grains, and for rabbits twelve grains. 
The fatal doses of the sclerotinate of sodium was, 
for kittens twelve grains, and for rabbits fifteen 
grains. The bodily temperature fell almost imme- 
diately after the injection of fatal doses from one 
to three degrees Cent. (one and four-fifths to five 
and two-fifths F.), and remained low until death 
took place. The pupil contracted gradually during 
the paralytic stage and immediately before death. 

After death the brain and spinal cord were found 
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to be anemic, while the lungs and intestines were 
congested, the bladder distended with urine, and 
the gall bladder likewise full. 

From these experiments the author concludes 
that sclerotinic acid possesses all the virtues of 
ergot. The effect of the sclerotinate of sodium is 
similar to that of the acid, only somewhat less 
powerful. The effect of both is principally di- 
rected to the central nervous system. Frogs are 
very susceptible to the influence of sclerotinic acid, 
and among the warm-blooded animals the carnivora 
are more susceptible than the herbivora. The re. 
flex excitability is completely destroyed in cold- 
blooded animals, while in the warm-blooded it js 
only diminished. The excitability of motor nerves 
is, however, in no way influenced, and the striped 


muscular fibres remain intact. The heart’s action 
is lowered in the cold-blooded animals, while in 
the warm-blooded it remains unchanged. The 


blood pressure sinks after smaller doses only tem- 
porarily, but after larger doses permanently. The 
frequency of the respiratory movements is gradu- 
ally diminished, until they cease altogether, before 
the heart ceases to beat. Both preparations inva- 
riably produce contractions, both of the gravid and 
non-gravid uterus, and existing contractions are 
always increased. He has never observed any 
poisonous effect on the foetus. The fatal doses for 
man would probably, according to the author, be 
from 3 ijss to3iij. The advantage of these prepa- 
rations over ergot, for therapeutical purposes, is 
that they are not affected by age, provided they 
be kept in a dry place ; they should not be kept in 
solution. The author regards the sclerotinate of 
sodium as most suitable for internal administration, 


DUBOISIA AND’ ITS THERAPEUTIC UsE.—A slight 
degree of poisoning by duboisia produces in man 
the following phenomena: Dryness of the mouth 
and throat, dilatation of the pupil and accompany- 
ing it dimness of vision; when in a more advanced 
stage it is accompanied by cephalalgia, vertigo, and 
drowsiness, which may even deepen into a coma- 
tose stupor. The pulse is considerably quickened, 
it may range from 66 to 180 (Ringer). The skin 
is covered with a scarlatiniform eruption. Some- 
times an extraordinary lassitude may be observed, 
an uncertainty in talking, and delirium. 

In the experiments undertaken by M. Fauqué 
(Thése de Paris, 1879) a noticeable quickening of 
respiration was noted in animals, which was not 
observed with atropia. The central nervous sys- 
tem is then acted upon ; thence come delirium and 
In the case of animals subjected to sub- 


stupor. 
cutaneous injections of duboisia a marked weaken- 
ing of the excito-motor power follows. This 


weakness continues as long as access of blood to 
the member, which is being studied, is prevented. 
In exceptional cases tetaniform convulsions have 
been observed. 

The action on the circulatory apparatus is shown 
by the acceleration of the heart-beat, but this is 
not observed in frogs. In these animals, contrary 
to what is produced in the case of dogs, there is 
a diminution in the heart-beat. 

The secretion of sweat and saliva is consider- 
ably diminished. From this results the great dryness 


of the mouth and throat, observed in men and 
animals. There should be according to M. Fauqué, 
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a paralyzing action on the excito-sudoral nervous 
fibres, admitted by M. Vulpian. 
the iris, and 


Finally duboisia causes dilatation of 


paralysis of accommodation, and seems to act by 


direct paralysis of the motor nerve-filaments of the 


ciliary muscles and iris. Besides, the action on 
the iris and the ciliary muscle is exercised inde 
pendently ; the iris remains paralyzed longer than 
the muscle of accommodation. Duhboisia_ differs 
from atropia by the persistence and greater rapidi 


ty of its action on the muscle of accommodation 


Duboisia is indicated in all cases in which 


atropia acts badly. However, in two cases of iritis 
reported by Galezowski it has caused as much irrita 
tion as atropia. 

M. Gubler has 


milligramme by 


used it for sweats of phthisis ir 
He has 


the 


the dose of I injection. 


employed it in the same proportion to raise 


number of pulsations, which had fallen to 4o in 


the case of a tuberculous patient, and as a calma 
delirium. 
the 


tive in a case of maniacal The hypo 


dermic injection (1 part to 200) at rate of two 


drops a day at the beginning is the most corveni- 


ent mode of employment as a collyrium intended 


to cause mydriasis. M. Galezowski gives from 0.02 


too.10 gramme in 10 grammes of water at the rate 


of three to five drops a day. In cases of inflam- 


mation of the cornea from foreign bodies the 
following salve may be employed with advantage, 
placed under the eyelid morning and evening 
Neutral sulphate of duboisia, 0.02 gramme ;: vase 
line, 10 grammes.—Aeviue des Scien Médical 
Jan. 18So. 

BENZOATE OF SODIUM AND BENZOATE OF MAG- 
NESIUM IN TUBERCULOSIS.—Prof. Klebs, writing to 
the Ale. Wien We Zeil., No. 1, 1880, gives the 


fol- 
tuberculous miliary eruptions 


results of a series of investigations, with the 
lowing conclusions 
can be made to proceed to self-limitation or retro- 
gression by the internal administration of the ben- 
zoates, particularly the benzoate of magnesia. 

In apex infiltrations, unless of very long stand- 
ing, even when accompanied by hectic fever and 
preceded by hemoptysis, the exclusive application 
of soda benzoates by inhalation (grammes ten a 
day), or by insufflation (grammes two to three per 
day), together with the internal administration of 
benzoate of magnesia, accomplishes a permanent 
lowering of temperature, cessation of catarrhal mani- 
The 


In one case a gain of 


festations, and increase of the bodily weight. 
latter may be considerable. 
ten pounds in three weeks was observed. 

In some cases, however similar in character, no 
benefit is this In such 
cases there is destruction of lung-tissue, 


obtained by treatment. 
probably. 
Yet, even in these cases, large doses of benzoate 
of magnesia sometimes successfully combat the fe- 
ver, where comparative trials with salicylic acid 
have shown merely the temporary effects of this 
drug. 

Klebs also recommends the hypodermic injection 
of pilocarpine (one-sixth grain), in place of the ex- 
pectorants still in vogue. He also favorably mentions 
the inhalation Both 
methods are applicable to cases of persistent ca- 
tarrh due to cavities. 


of guaiacum in decoction. 


The cavities once thorough- 
ly cleased, the sputa no longer containing micro- 
Mild 


cocci, improvement generally lasts. febrile 


Department. 
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and catarrhal attacks, which are apt to appear, may 
the 


be similarly treated, patients not losing in 
body weight. 

this method will 
Finally, the 


noteworthy fact of the 


There remain cases which even 
fail to affect 


author calls attention to the 


in a favorable manner. 


entire absence of amyloid degenerations observed 
fatal 
ed by profuse discharges and advanced emaciation. 


Klebs that he 


in twelve cases. These cases had been mark 


In conclusion remarks 


can lay 
no claim to the discovery of an agent that will 
cure tuberculosis ; but in numerous instances it will 


ve found 


that by his method the progress of the 


disease is checked, and an ultimate cure may be 
established. tle. Med. Cent-Zeit., Tan. to, 1880 
TresvinG Prrstne.—A new so-called method of 


testing pepsine has been circulated among the medical 
and pharmaceutical professions, based upon the pre 
cipitating power of certain neutral salts, wherein the 
bulk of matter precipitated is assumed to indicate 
the comparative pepsine strength of various sacchar 
ated and other pepsines. 

I think that this process is calculated to mislead 


and is based upon erroneous data. 


True pepsine has not been and probably never 


will be, isolated, as I think it cannot exist except in 


combination with animal matter, by which it is ab 


sorbed, and held ready for action whenever condi 
tions are suitable. 
In support of this view, V. Wittich has found that 


fibrin is capable of absorbing pepsine, and that the 


latter cannot then be washed out with water; it be 


comes active, however, as soon as it is brought into 
contact with diluted hydrochloric acid, and the com 
bination is dissolved, peptone formed, and pepsine 
set free (or reproduced ?). 


confirmed this, 


V. Wittich, 


but is of the opinion that the combination of fibrin 


since 


Grutzner have 


and O. Hasse also agrees to the views of 


Ebstein and 


and pepsine is not of a mechanical, but of a chemi- 
cal character. He has found that coagulated albu- 


men is capable of fixing pancreatine and amylum 


A 


ptyaline in the same manner.—/7’A. Centr., No. 40, 
1874, p. 330. 
If this be the case, pepsine, pancreatine, and 


allied principles are obtained when precipitated by 
with 
chloride of 


chloride of sodium in combination 
the the 


chloride of sodium, and animal matter. 


probably 
hydrochloric acid of sodium, 

The precipitated matter is not pepsine, but simply 
holds it in proportions which may be great or small, 
the amount of precipitated matter being no indica 
tion of the amount of pepsine present. 

The error, therefore, it appears to me, consists in 
viewing this precipitated matter as pepsine, when 
it is only a vehicle; and no test can be considered re- 
liable unless it involves absolute digestion—A. IV 
Circular. 


Gardner in Druggist’s 


BoODENHAMER RECTAL MEDICATION. — This 
essay is intended to draw more attention to the 


ON 


important subject of the administration of food and 
The method is of great 
antiquity, and was recommended by 


medicines by the rectum. 
Hippocrates, 
Galen, and Celsus; but it has made little progress 
towards perfection, and the administration of ene- 
mata of any kind is often mischievously bungled 
by nurses, students, and even medical men. It is 
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apparently forgotten that foreign substances intro- 


duced into the bowel are very apt to excite expul- | 


sive action, and therefore that extreme caution 


should be observed. The author recommends a 


screw syringe, which has the advantage that the 
enema cannot be suddenly shot into the rectum by 
a careless hand. 
fluid should be gently passed in, and so slowly 
that the bowel may have time to accommodate it- 
self to the presence of the enema. After the ad- 
ministration of a medicated or nourishing enema, 
should there be a strong or irresistible desire to 
pass it, as is the case sometimes when there exists 
an exquisitely irritable state of the organ, a sponge 
or fold of cloth dipped in hot water and firmly 
pressed against the anus for a while, will generally 
appease the desire, and enable the patient to re- 
tain the enema. The author collects the opinions 
of some eminent men, and in the end lays down 
certain conclusions based upon the evidence quoted. 
He holds that a fuller and more rapid effect can 
be obtained in this way than by giving drugs by 
the mouth, and he points: out that of narcotics the 
rectum only requires about one-third of the quan- 
tity necessary by the mouth. The book is an in- 
teresting contribution to practical medicine.— 
(Pamphlet. New York: W. Wood & Co.—Abstract 
in London Medical Record, Aug. 15, 1879.) 


Recrat. Mepicarion—A New Metruop.—F. E. 
Stewart, Ph. G., M. D., in New Remedies for 
December, proposes the oleates for rectal medica- 
tion, and the rectal capsule, or cylindro-conical 
case of gelatin (suppository-shaped), as a vehicle. 
This vehicle, he says, is entirely unaffected by the 
heat of any climate, and yet is very soluble in the 
secretion of the rectum. The facility and rapidity 
with which the oleates are absorbed has been 
abundantly verified, since they were first brought 
prominently into notice by Prof. Marshall, in 1872. 
Some of the advantages of the capsule enumerated are, 
that it is ready for use immediately ; that it liberates 
its contents in the rectum in three minutes after in- 
troduction; that it does away with the necessity 
of rectal injections, which, by their amount, pro- 
voke the natural irritability of the rectum, often 
causing their expulsion, and also with the necessity 
of suppositories, the fat of which coats the bowel, 
and greatly retards absorption, as Dr. Ellerslie 
Wallace has proven. The medicine employed may 
be equally diffused in the oleic acid, if irritating; 
if it be mild and in the form of powder, soluble, 
or with an active principle soluble in the rectum, 
it may be placed dry in the rectal capsule, for 
immediate insertion. The author states that this 
method has been thoroughly tested in private and 
hospital practice in New York and Philadelphia. 


A New Mernop or AbMINISTERING Koosso.— 
Of all the remedies for tape worm, none is more 
certain or efficient than Koosso, and many efforts 
have been made to bring it into such pharmaceu- 
tical shape that, while its properties as a tenicide 
remain unimpaired, it might be administered with- 
out repugnance. Dr. Corre, some years ago, 
proposed the following method which has_ been 
successfully used in many cases: One-half ounce 
of fresh-powdered koosso is treated with one 


ounce of hot castor oil, and afterward with two } 


Whatever instrument is used the | 
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ounces of boiling water by displacement ; express, 
and by means of the yolk of an egg combine the 
two, percolate into an emulsion, and add _ forty 
drops of sulphuric ether, flavoring with some aro- 
matic oil. 

This is to be taken at one dose early in the 
morning, aftera previous fast of about eighteen hours, 
The worm is usually expelled after six or eight 
hours. 

EARACHE,CHLOROFORM VAPOR,—Dr. Morgan states 
that he had often promptly relieved the distressing 


| earache of children, by filling the bowl of a com- 


mon new clay pipe with cotton wool, upon which 
he dropped a few drops of chloroform, and insert- 
ing the stem carefully into the external canal, and 
adjusting his lips over the bowl, blew through the 
pipe, forcing the chloroform vapor upon the mem- 
brana tympani.—.Vational Medical Review. 


THE PHYSIOLOGICAL AND THERAPEUTIC ACTION OF 
BENZOATE OF SopiuM.—The remarkable statements 
about the value of this drug put forward under 
the name of Rokitansky, of Innspruck, may be said 
to have been quite disproved. They rested on 
hasty and partial observation and ignorance of the 
action of the drug. Dr. Salkowski, who, in 1875, 
first called attention to the antiseptic action of 
benzoate of soda, points out, in Virchow’'s Archives 
(vol. 78, part 3), that the elimination of nitrogen 
appears to be considerably increased by it, and that 
an increase of the destruction of the albuminoids 
of the body is caused. The increased excretion of 
nitrogen extended to five grammes daily ; and in 
the course of a week, by a continuous use of high 
doses of benzoate of soda, a loss of one kilogramme 
of muscle would be caused. These exact re- 
searches put Rokitansky’s observations of an_ in- 
crease of body-weight in certain of his phthisical 
patients, in a special light ; since it is clear that, 
if such increase occur, it must be rather as the 
consequence of the improved nutrition of the pa- 
tients after being taken into hospital from poor 
homes, than of any arrest of the tubercular dis- 
ease, which does not seem to be affected by the 
benzoate of soda, or of any direct action of 
benzoate on the body; for such action would 
evidently be in an opposite direction.—Phi/a, Wed. 
and Surg, Reporter, 


IRON AND DicGrraLis.—Although there are various 
forms of administration of iron and digitalis, com- 
bined in fluid form, these preparations are occas- 
ionally prescribed indiscriminately. Among these, 
that of the tinctures of muriate of iron and digi- 
talis with dilute phosphoric acid is the most rarely 
made use of. In this combination the phosphoric 
acid acts chemically by preventing the formation 
of the tannate of iron, which occurs when _ the 
tinctures are administered alone ; and therapeutic- 
ally by introducing an acid in a pleasant form into 
the system, and not phosphorus, as is sometimes 
supposed, since the amount of phosphorus is so 
minute in proportion as to have little or no thera- 
peutic effect. As an acid, if aids the astringent 
action of muriate of iron, and is of value in cases 
of gastric complication, where acids are indicated. 
The more common form of prescribing iron and 
digitalis is that of the ammonio-citrate of iron and 
tincture of digitalis ; in which case an almost sim- 
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ilar effect is produced on the heart and blood sys- | 


tem, without the astringency of the muriatic and 
phosphoric acids, rendering it valuable in cases of 
gastric irritability. The absence of the phosphoric 
acid from the acid preparation causes the mixture 
to be unsightly and unpleasant. To remedy such 
defect is of great moment in the administration of 
Young Livy, M.R. C. S. Eng., 


medicine.—/7ederic 
in Brit. Med. Four. 





ro Cure Firs SNEEZING.—During the 


rapid changes of temperature I 


How OF 


recent caught a 


severe cold in my head, accompanied by almost 


incessant sneezing. My unfortunate nose gave me 
no rest. The slightest impact of cold air, or pass- 
ing from the outside air into a warm room, equally 
brought on a fit of sneezing. In vain I snuffed 
camphor and pulsatilla ; the light catarrh still tri- 
umphed over me. 
the maintenance of an uniform temperature would 
do the of 
Schneiderian membrane, and accordingly I plugged 
The 


Again and again 


towards diminishing irritability my 


my nostrils with cotton-wool. effect was in- 


stantaneous ; I sneezed no more. 


I tested the efficacy of this simple remedy, always 
with the same result; however near I was to a 
sneeze, the introduction of the pledgets stopped it 
urle champ. Nor was there any’ inconvenience 
from their presence, making them sufficiently firm 
tickle, them sufficiently 
loose to easily really 


worth knowing ; for an incessant sneezing is among 


not to and yet leaving 
breathe through. This is 


and it seems only a 
this 
efficient 


the greatest of smaller ills ; 
to hope that, 

have the 
the most distressing symptoms of 
Messenger Bradley, M. D., British 


rational conclusion in simple 


plan, we may most remedy 
against one of 
hay-fever.—.S. in 
Med, Four. 


Tuk THERAPEUTIC VALUE PULSATILLA.—Pul- 
satilla is rapidly growing in favor with many practi- 


Ol 


tioners. Though a very old remedy, having been 
known to Dioscorides and Pliny, it fell into disuse, 
reinstated till 
I have 


if not into disrepute, and was not 
about the beginning of the present century. 
used pulsatilla mainly in simple dysmenorrhcea, and 
here it has proved of decided utility. Its scope is, 
however, doubtless much wider. A very prominent 
lawyer of this city told me, not long since, that after 
trying the bromides, the valefianates and other reme- 
dies of repute for the headaches caused by excessive 
mental application, he found no relief until he made 
He 
without it, and uses no other medicine for the cure of 
his headaches, which I know to be very severe. No 
such powers are attributed to it in the books to which 


use of the tincture of pulsatilla. is now never 


This is an exceptional case, it may be, 
but it is a valid One. The tincture of pulsatilla should 
be made from the fresh plant, and given with caution, 
Tucker, 


I have access. 


The dose is from three to ten drops.— ¥. 7. 
M. D., in Chicago Medical Gazette. 


TREATMENT OF CHEST DISEASES BY PETROLEUM. 
—Dr. Moubré, writing to the Gazette de Hépitaux, gives 
his experience of petroleum capsules in simple and 
chronic bronchitis. This balsamic had been brought 
before the Therapeutic Society by Dr. Blache a year 
Paris chemist, 
to 


ago, at the instigation of a who 


mamed it Gabian oil, in order prevent public 
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At length I resolved to see what! 
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Each capsule contains twenty-five centi- 
the ordinary oil not 


prejudice. 
grammes of pure petroleum, 
being used, as it has to*be distilled in contact 
with sulphuric acid to render it fit for lighting pur- 
poses. At the Hospital Beaujon, where these cap- 
sules have been freely ordered for chronic bronchitis, 
of the fits of 


coughing was observed. In tuberculosis this medi- 


a rapid diminution secretion and 
cine gave encouraging results.—/’Ailadelphia Medical 
and Surgical Reporter. 


Nirrire oF AMy._.—Dr. Kerr gave five minims of 
nitrite of amyl by inhalation in a grave case of uterine 
hemorrhage. The flow ceased at once and perma- 
nently, and the patient was restored from a state of 
Dr. Wm. F. Jenks, of Philadelphia, ad- 
ministered one-drop doses of the nitrite in puerperal 


collapse. 


eclampsia, and found it almost instantly arrested the 
paroxysms. He gave it at the approach of a convulsion. 
Contrary to Kerr, however, he found that its use was 
followed by extreme hemorrhage and a general re 
laxation of a previously contracted uterus. Never- 
theless, we believe, if the uterus be protected by er- 
got and ice, that the nitrite of amyl would prove a 
most desirable and efficacious weapon against eclamp- 
sia.—Avitish Medical Fournal. 


CEDRON As A QUBSTITUTE FOR QUININE.—Admiral 
Lapellin draws attention to a bean which 
by the inhabitants of Central America in the treat- 


is used 


ment of the cold fever, and which is said to be a 
good substitute for quinine. Dr. Coignard, who 
obtained the remedy in Puerto Arenas, Costa 
Rica, obtained favorable results with it, aad 
Drs. St. Pére and Quesnel found it even more 
powerful than sulphate of quinine. The bean is 
cut into bits as large as a pea, several of which 


are given in the interval between the paroxysms. 
This almond or bean is obtained from the simaruba 
Rundschau, Nov. 


ferruginea.—Jed. Chir. 1379.- 


The Med. Record. 

recent number of 
Prof. 
experiments 


Tar.—In a 
Wochenschrift, 


INTERNAL USE OF 
the Berliner Klin. 


of Leipzic, reports some 


Reclam, 
therapeutic 


with tar. He used it in pills or capsules, and 
says that tar water is not so efficient. One cu- 
rious and constant effect noted was that the urine 


of a patient taking tar does not decompose for 


five or six days, instead of in twenty-four hours, 


as usual. The general indication for tar, he 
says, is a chronic catarrhal inflammation of the 
mucous passages of the respiratory or urinary 
tract, as bronchitis, vesical catarrh, gleet, etc, 


ADMINISTRATION OF CasroR OIL.—The following 
method of administering castor oil is recommended 
by M. Potain, and described in a recent number 


of Le Practicien : An orange is cut in halves, 
and after removing the pips, the juice of one 
half is pressed out into a tea-cup. The oil is 
poured carefully on the top of this juice, and 
on this again the juice of the other half of 
the orange is squeezed out. The oil remains be- 
tween the two layers of juice in the shape of a 


meniscus, and may be swallowed without any un- 


pleasant taste, 





112 


EFFECT OF SUGAR ON THE TEETH.—If we are to | 


believe M. Lerez, whose views are published in 
the Charleston Medical Journal, the ancient preju- 
not without good ground. 

Lerez 


dice against sugar is 

The conclusions of M. are as follows :— 
‘*t, Refined sugar injures teeth—either by imme- 
diate contact, or by gas developed in the stomach. 
2. That a tooth soaked in becomes 
jelly-like, from the sugar combining with the lime 


of the tooth.” 


sugar-water 


Boracic Acip IN SKIN DIsEAsEs.—Neuman pre- 
scribes an aqueous solution in parasitic skin dis- 
eases, an alcoholic solution in itching due to urti- 
caria and pruritis, an ointment in all forms of 
It may also be dusted over a part in 
powder. The ointment is of the strength of ten 
parts in fifty ; the solution, of ten to twenty parts 
in 300.—Der Practische Arzt. 


eczema, 


HyYDROBROMATE OF QUINIA FOR HyPpopEkMIc UsE. 

-Dr. A White stated to the Richmond Academy 
of that a solution of the hydrobromate of 
Baltimore _ physi- 
He had never seen 
although 
Va. 








quinia was extensively used by 
cians for hypodermic injection. 
it produce abscesses or local irritation, 
he had used the equivalent of fifteen grains. 
Med. Mi 


nthly, 

APOMORPHIA IN AStHMA,.—One-tenth of a grain of 
apomorphia introduced hypodermically will relieve 
the orthopnoea of asthma in a surprisingly short 


time. 





** remedies.” — North Carolina Medical Journal. 


this 
mixing twenty grains with one ounce 


THyMoL.—An ointment may be made of 


antiseptic by 


of vaseline. It is said to be useful in eczema, 


pityriasis and as a_ parasiticide.—NVew Remedies, 





New Remedies. 


Eroyt. BroMip—eE—TrHE New AN-sTueTic—first 
brought prominently to professional notice by 
Prof. Laurence Turnbull, M. D., of Philadelphia, 


Pa.,—has now been subjected to many experimental 


tests, and stands approved. ‘‘In no case as yet,” 
says Dr. Geo. F. 
Medical Reporter, January 31, 


1880), “‘have dangerous symptoms presented them- 


Sowers, of Philadelphia, Pa., (in 


the and Surgical 


selves. Its action, while more prompt, is no more 
dangerous than that of ether, and while anzsthesia 
is as profound under its influence as that of either 


ether or chloroform, it is much more evanescent— | 


patients perfectly anzesthetized being able, in from 
withdrawal, to walk 
or perform any motion requiring co-ordination. An- 


two to four minutes after its 


other advantage of this agent is the small amount re- 


quired to produce anzesthesia; two drachms will, in 
from one to three minutes, produce an anzsthesia 
as profound as an ounce of ether. Its cost is, of 
course a consideration ; at present the bromide is 
worth about forty cents an ounce, but when we take 
the relative quantities of other anzesthetics required to 
produce anesthesia, the expense is not any greater, 


if as great. Under its influence any class of opera- 


tions may be performed ; major and minor operations | 


The Therapeutic Gazette. 


Our readers should add this to their list of | 





are alike painless. ‘Further, there is not present that 
depressing influence so often found in the use of 
ether and chloroform, nor is the desire to vomit pres- 
ent after its use, though occasionally there is slight, 
but not marked, nausea. I have the history of a 
number of cases operated on under the influence of 
the bromide, in which its physiological effects were 
studied ; nearly all the cases were patients at the 
Pennsylvania Hospital, and a study of the notes taken 
will, perhaps, be interesting.” 

The first case in which this anzsthetic was em- 
ployed was one of amputation of thigh. Eleven 
drachms were used in the forty minutes which it took 
to perform the operation. Anesthesia was produced 
in one minute; no bad after symptoms were ex- 
hibited. 

In the next case, removal of cataract in a child, 
complete anesthesia, with snoring, was produced in 
one minute, by one drachm of the bromide ; in three 
minutes, on account of returning consciousness, this 
amount was repeated. No nausea or vomiting fol- 
lowed. 

In the next case a man had fracture of the tibia. 
Previous to the administration of the bromide the 
pulse beat 80 strokes to the minute ; 
thetic it rose steadily to 85 and then to go. Two 
drachms were first administered ; in one minute the 
patient talked and cried out, very much in the man- 
ner of one under the influence of ether. 
had 


in two minutes the patient was snoring and _thor- 


under the anzs- 


In one and 
a half minutes this excitement subsided, and 
oughly relaxed. The examination and dressing of 
the patient’s fracture occupied ten minutes, and in 
this time four drachms of the bromide were used; 
the remained 
face slightly flushed, 
from the time of withdrawal of the bromide the man 


normal 
skin 


pupils during this period, 


warm. Two minutes 
was perfectly conscious ; slight nausea but no vomit- 
ing supervened. 

The effects of the anzesthetic in the next case were 
not, unfortunately, very fully studied. 
tion was that of external perineal urethrotomy. In 


The opera- 


this case, however, the diaphoresis, which would 
seem to be one of the characteristic symptoms in 
anesthesia from the bromide, was first noticed ; in 
the first stage of anzsthesia the pupils became wide- 
the 
the 


ly dilated, and the patient perspired profusely ; 


pupils after a time became contracted, but 


sweating remained as a marked feature. 


‘The next case was that of a girl, who in early life 


had lost her arm. A_ spicula of bone extruding 
from the stump now required removal. Two 
drachms of the bromide were administered, to her 


at 11:31 A. M.; at 11:32 patient quiet ; 11:33 patient 
talking, but no struggles ; 11:34 
plete, and another drachm administered ; pulse not 
depressed, respiration unaffected ; 11:36 patient snor- 


anesthesia com- 


ing ; 11:38 patient conscious ; some sweating, but 
not marked. 

The next case was one in which it was necessary 
to remove three of the toes and some of the meta- 
tarsal The pulse the 
marked 132, and excited ; respirations 27. At 11:26 
A. M., two drachms administered ; at 11:25 
another drachm; patient snoring at 11:29, at which 
time the operation, lasting till 11:31, took place; at 
11:30 another drachm ; pulse120, respirations 24; Ppa- 
tient sweating profusely, and face congested or flushed; 
at 11:34 patient woke ; pulse 104; thus in eight min- 


bones. before operation 


were 




















utes from the administration ‘of the first drachm 
the patient was perfectly conscious. 

A boy suffering with paraphimosis became the 
next bromide subject. Anzsthesia took place in 
half minutes in this The 
drachm administered at 11:52 A. M.; at 
the patient the 


drachm was administered ; the pulse, which before 


one and a case. first 


was 11:53 


was snoring; at 11:53% second 


the operation beat 105, now beat 120, respirations 
22; at 11:55 another drachm ; respirations little rap- 


id, and 24 to the minute; at I2 M., patient con- 
scious. No after symptoms. 
The next case was one in which it was neces- 


sary to search for a bullet supposed to be imbedded 
in the fore arm. Six drachms were employed, one 
drachm being administered every two minutes ; pulse 
First 
11:34 
drachm 


before anesthesia, 105 ; respirations 32. two 


drachms administered at 11:31 A. M.; at face 


flushed, patient excited, and another ad- 
dilated 


respirations 32; at 11:36 


ministered ; at pupils and patient 


11:35 
snoring ; pulse 112, an- 
38 another drachm ; at 11:- 


11:40 


other drachm given; 11: 


39 profuse diaphoresis ; at another drachm ; 


at [1:41 patient snoring, pupils contracted, pulse 


another drachm ; at I1t:44 


at 11:47 


g6, and stronger; 11:42 


the Esmarch bandage was removed ; pa- 
tient conscious, 

Amputation of the second joint of the little fin- 
ger was the next case upon which the bromide was 
employed. In this case more resistance was offer- 
ed to the the 


case thus far experimented upon, though it is 


effect of anesthetic than in any 


but 


fair to add that the patient was given to alcohol- 


ism. Pulse before anzesthesia 120; respirations 24. 


At 11:49 two drachms administered ; at 11:51 one 


drachm administered ; face flushed, pupils dilated, 


patient excited; at 11:52 patient snoring, and pu- 


pils widely dilated ; at 11:53 another drachm; at 


11:55 anesthetic withdrawn; and at 11:57 patient 
conscious, and walked out of the arena without as- 
sistance. 

The next operation in which the bromide was 
that 


Pulse before the administration of anzsthetic, 150 ; 


employed was for the relief of anal fistula. 


respirations 25. At 12M. two drachms were admin- 


istered ; at 12:03 P. M., pupils dilated and patient 


somewhat excited, and another drachm adminis- 


tered ; at 12:05 another drachm given: patient quiet ; 


at 12:06 anzsthetic withdrawn ; and at 12:07 


pa- 
tient conscious. 

The next subject upon whom the bromide was used 
was a boy suffering with phimosis. Pulse before an- 
esthesia 96 ; respirations 24. ‘Two drachms adminis- 


tered at 12:11 P. M.; at 12:13 another drachm given; 


face flushed and sweating present, at 12:15 another 


drachm ; 12:17 


/ 


snoring, pupils dilated, profuse diaphoresis ; at 12:- 


drachm; at 12:16 another patient 
18 bromide withdrawn ; 
and Walked out of the 


at 12:20 patient conscious, 


room without assistance. 
of this anesthetic was in the 


Nei- 


Two 


The next use mad« 
examination and setting of a fractured thigh. 


ther pulse nor respiration was_ affected. 


drachms were administered at 11:15 A. M.; at 11:17 


patient unconscious, and another drachm adminis- 


tered ; at 11:19 another drachm; at 11:20 ancs- 
thetic withdrawn ; and at 11:21 patient conscious. 

incise the 
At 11:49, 


pulse being 110, respirations 32, the usual quantity 


In the next cz it was 





necessary to 
periosteum ; the bromide was employed. 
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of two drachms was administered; at 11:50 the 
face flushed, pupils slightly dilated; at 11:51 an- 
other drachm; at 11:52 bromide withdrawn ; and at 


11:53 patient able to dress himself and walk out. 
In the next case a cancerous growth was removed 
the mouth. Pulse before anzsthe 
Three 
ployed, the patient being under the influence of the 
minutes. It took three 
anzesthetize him, and one anda half 


from the roof of 


sia 88; respirations 27. drachms were em- 


drug for four and a half 


minutes to fully 
minutes for him to recover consciousness after 


the withdrawal of the bromide. 

The last case was one in which it was necessary to 
employ the actual cautery, on account of synovitis 
of the knee-joint, the patient being a boy about 17 
years of age. The pulse before operation beat 120 
respirations 28; two drachms administered at 12:53 


Pp. M.; at 12:54 pupils slightly dilated ; at 12:55 an 


other drachm given ; pupils more markedly dilated ; 
at 12:57 patient perfectly relaxed, and unconscious, 
face flushed; at 12:55 another 


sweating slightly, 


drachm ; patient now in profuse diaphoresis, and pu- 


pils widely dilated; at 1 P. M., 3ss administered ; 


pulse 120; respirations 20 and slower ; at 1:02 I. M., 
patient perfectly conscious, 

It will thus be seen that bromide of ethyl presents 
the great advantage of safety (so far as any anzsthe 
tics are safe), rapidity of action, smallness of quan- 
tity required to produce anzsthesia, but little effect 
on the respiration and circulation, and a rapid pass 


ing away of anesthesia. Further its odor is not 
unpleasant, those standing three feet frofm the point 
at which it is being administered not being able to 
detect it; but it is not so agreeable to the patient as 
chloroform, nor is it so depressing. It is not in- 
flammable (and it is, in fact, said to put out fire), thus 
presenting an advantage for night use. 

One should understand, however, how best to ad 
folded 


pinned to a folded towel that covers the patient’s face ; 


minister it. A small napkin should .be and 


on the napkin two measured drachms of the bromide 
should be poured, and the patient directed to take 
what is better, prolonged 
the 


drachms a 


long, deep inspirations, or, 
minutes from 
first 


and forced expirations ; in two 
of the 


second drachm should be given, and this should be 


time of administration two 


repeated at intervals of two minutes. Thus far each 


drachm has been measured, and it would, no doubt, 


»e economy to follow this plan altogether in the ad 
ministration of the bromide ; waste is thus avoided, 
and the effects of the drug can be better studied. 


‘*Tt would seem that the bromide of ethyl is one 


of the long desired boons of medicine ; to the coun 
try practitioner it presents a vehig¢le potent in small 
quantities, not making it necessary for him to carry a 
quart bottle to each operation he may be called on to 
perform, a half-pound bottle of the bromide answer- 
ing for many operations ; to the city practitioner it 
presents the advantage of not filling his office or the 
house of the patient with an odor that is not only 
but which lasts for such a 


unpleasant to many, 


length of time as ether does. I have_been told by a 
gentleman (practising in the country) who has employ 
ed this new agent, that he can now perform an opera- 
tion in his office, and have his patient leave in from 
ten to fifteen minutes from the withdrawal of the bro- 


ether is administered, he must re- 
of the 


ether, the nausea, vomiting, etc., have, in some mea 


mide, while when 


main three or four hours until the effects 
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sure, passed off. If time is money, surely we save 
with this agent both time and money.” 
Dr. R. J. Levis, of Philadelphia, we are told in 


the Cicinnnati Lancet and Clinic, February 14, 1880, 


i 
| 
| 


has administered bromide of ethyl to upwards of 


sixty patients, and finds it safer than chloroform and 
more agreeable than ether. 

Bromide of ethyl (or hydrobromic ether, as it is 
sometimes called) is a colorless, very volatile liquid, 
of a sweetish and warm taste; specific gravity, 
1.419 at 59 F.; boils at about 106°F. It was dis- 
covered in 1827, and first used by Nunnely, of Leeds, 
in 1849, on animals. In 1865, he used it upon pa- 
tients in the Leeds General Hospital. 

The National Dispensatory (2d edition, page 114) 
gives the formule for its preparation. One, in 
brief, consists in the action of ice cold alcohol up- 
on amorphous phosphorus, when bromine is drop- 
ped into the retort, with the precaution of avoid- 
ing too great elevation of temperature. Let the 
mixture stand twenty-four hours, and then distill. 
‘* The distillate is washed with water, and if acid, 
with a little alkali, and finally rectified over chlo- 
ride of calcium. Dr. W. H. Greene (1879) found 
the following process to work satisfactorily : twelve 
parts of coarsely powdered potassium bromide, and 
eleven parts of sulphuric acid diluted with its bulk 
of water, are heated in a flask; when hydrobromic 
acid begins to be disengaged, twelve parts of al- 
cohol are allowed to flow in slowly ; the distillate 
requires washing with water and alkaline carbon- 
ate before rectification.” 

‘*If a lighted match be placed in ethyl bromide, 
the flame is extinguished. This is said to be a 
test as to the purity of the article.”—Cincinnatt 
Lancet and Clinic. 

‘*It is said to occasion a prickling of the skin at 
the elbows and in the hands, with a_ rapid loss of 
power to move.”’—National Dispensatory. 

[A great number besides those above referred to 
are recorded in our exchanges in which this  bro- 
mide of ethyl has been used as an anesthetic, and 
as yet we find no record of death from it, nor, in 
fact, any very serious symptoms. It is probable it 
will supplant the use of ether and chloroform in a 
great degree. |—/ditor Virginia Medical Monthly. 

[In connection with the above we would ask the 
attention of the reader to the fatal case occurring 
in the practice of Dr. J. Marion Sims, as reported 
in our editorial department, and to our comments 
on the same.—Ep,. THERAPEUTIC GAZETTE. | 


GLEANINGS FROM THE GERMAN JOURNALS.— 7‘he 
seeds of Simaba Cedyon, cedron tree, N. O. sima- 
rubee, indigenous to New Granada, resemble 
almonds in appearance and are known as 
They are prescribed by the physicians of New Gra- 
nada as a fever medicine, and are also used inter- 


“6 


cedron,”’ 


nally and externally as an antidote for the bite of 
poisonous animals. The natives of New Granada 
and Central America never venture into the forest 
unless supplied with a few of the seeds, which are 
cut into thin transverse sections, and these are appli- 
ed to the wounds. Fever patients cut the seeds in- 
to pieces the size of a pea, which they swallow grad- 


ually. Hager attributes their efficacy to quassiin, 


the bitter princple of quassia, a large percentage of 
which he supposes is contained in them. 
of other species, like simaba ferruginea, St. Hil. 


The seeds 
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(picrodendron calunga, Martius), are probably col- 
lected in Brazil as ‘‘ cedron.”—/sid., Nov. 20, 1879, 
P- 435. 

Eugenia cheken, N. O. myrtacez, indigenous to 
the forests of Chili, is recommended by Augusto 
Borchers, at Valparaiso, as a new valuable drug. The 
inhalation of the vapors rising from its aqueous in. 
fusion are stated to be very efficacious in the treat- 
ment of diphtheritis, bronchitis and laryngitis, while 
the aqueous infusion and the extract of the plant 
were successfully employed in the treatment 
ment of indigestion, dyspepsia and all bowel and 
kidney complaints..— Aer. d. Deutch, Chem. Ges., xii, 
1879, p. 2111. 


The efficacy of koosso resides, according to Prof. 
Arena, not in koossin, but altogether in the green, 
slightly bitter resin, which is soluble in alcohol and 
ether. It is contained in the fresh powder, but on 
exposure to air turns yellow and loses its bitterness 
and medicinal efficacy.— Pharm, Ztschr. f. Russ!. Nov. 
1, 1879, p. 655, from Aly. Wed. Centr. Ztg. 


Elais guineensis.—According to H. Soyaux, the 
well-known botanist of the German Expedition to 
Southwestern Africa (1873-1876), the oil-palm is in- 
digenous to all parts of western Africa, and is the 
most attractive specimen of African vegetation. It 
is known to the native negroes as ‘‘m-ba,” and to 
the Portuguese as ‘‘palmeira de azeite.”” An idea 
of its usefulness may be approximately formed when 
it is considered that a tree yields annually one gal- 
lon of palm-oil. This fat is orange-yellow, a little 
softer than green soap, and is obtained by subjecting 
the fruit to a fermentation by burying for about thirty 
days in the ground, then removing the fleshy portion, 
which has become comparatively loose by this time 
from the hard kernels, melting, removing the coarse 
impurities, and cooling. It is then packed and sent 
to the European factories, where the oil is again 
melted in large kettles, allowed to settle, and the pure 
oil is decanted. According to Livingstone, the oil is 
obtained by boiling the fruit, contusing in a mortar, 
treating with water, and separating the supernatant 
oily layer. Other authors state that the fruit is con- 
tused before boiling. The seeds of the oil-palm are 
as hard as horn, have a grayish-blue semi-transparent 
color, the size of a hazel-nut, contain also a large 
per centage of fat, which is expressed in Europe, and 
are exported from all ports which export palm-oil, in 
bags woven from the split leaves of the hyphzna 
palm ; they are known to the Portuguese as ‘‘ coco- 
notte.” —Pharm. Handelsbl. Dec. 17, 1879, p. 51. 


Mikania Guaco, H. B. K., was first recommended 
by an Indian to Mutis (1878), as a prophylactic for 
snake bite ; soon after its juice and a tincture of it 
were used for intermittent fever, rheumatism, gout, 
cramps, hydrophobia, syphilis, old sores, and chol- 
era; it was soon, however, forgotten until Dr. G. 
van Schmitt, a Dutch physician, recently revived its 
use by employing it, in connection with other sub- 
stances for cancer, claiming wonderful curative prop- 
erties for it, which, however, are considered doubt- 
ful by Hager. The leaves and stems of the plant 
are usually used in the West Indies and have an 
unpleasant, aromatic, bitter taste; the leaves and 
stems of mikania saturejzfolia, Willd., are consid- 
ered equally efficacious.—-Pharm. Centralh., Nov. 
1879, p. 438. 
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CARBONATE OF AMMONIA IN SUFFOCATING DISOR- 
pERS.—In the Medical Bi-Weekly, Dr. B. H. Riggs 
speaks favorably of this agent in the suffocative 
stages of bronchitis of the smaller bronchial tubes 
(capillary bronchitis or suffocative catarrh of some 
authors), and of pneumonia, given in large doses and 
It is especially useful in these 


He 


at short intervals. 
pulmonary complications of the exanthemata. 
says : 

‘« My attention was first called to the use of this 
agent in these disorders by Dr. J. P. Thomas, of 
Pembroke, Ky. 
me well in hand on some trying occasions. 


His valuable suggestion has stood 
Once, | 
remember, a fond father came to my office, barely 
able to articulate, from distress, and asked me to 
go to his house immediately, as he believed his little 
son was dying. I had seen the infant, of six months 
of age, late the preceding afternoon, and had pres- 
cribed a purgative dose of castor oil, to be followed 
by a muriate of ammonia expectorant mixture, the 
hot foot bath and derivatives to the chest. Early 
next morning this hasty summons came, and I re- 
paired to the find the child 
drowning, from pulmonary engorgement; his head 
thrown back and spinal column bent backward like a 


house to suffocating, 


bow, to take pressure off the chest ; the face pallid, 


with a purplish tinge to the cheeks; lips white ; 


nostrils distended ; eyes of pearly whiteness ; finger 


nails purple; respiration rapid and panting, and 
pulse quick, frequent, and feeble ; temperature in the 
axilla, Here was a case of pulmonary con- 


gestion, resulting from acute bronchial 


105 
catarrh of 
the smaller bronchial tubes. The treatment adopt- 
ed to relieve this child was attended with marked suc- 
fourteen 
I gave him, a child six 


cess; he is now hearty and well, over 
months after his attack. 
months old, two grains of ammonia carbonate, dis- 
solved in water, every two hours, in doses of two 
grains every thirty minutes, interval, the hot mus- 
tard foot bath every two hours, and repeated mustard 
plasters to the chest. In order to give an infant of 
this tender age two grains of carbonate of ammonia 
every two hours, I have found it best to give it in 
this way: Send to the drug store your prescription 
for a solution of two grains to the drachm, and 
direct the attendants to put one teaspoonful of the 
solution in a wineglass, and add three spoonfuls of 
pure thereto, the child 
spoonful of this weakened solution every thirty 


minutes, by the watch ; thus you get the two grains 


water and give one tea- 


every two hours. 

In these distressing cases there is much satisfac- 
tion to be obtained in giving the remédy in this way. 
It is hardly ever necessary to give it longer than 
twenty-four or thirty-six hours in this way, as this 
stage of the disease rarely lasts longer than twenty- 
four hours. 

In the congestive stages of acute bronchitis and 
pneumonia of adults the remedy acts equally well. 
The average dose for the adult is twenty grains, dis- 
solved in water and taken every two hours. Twenty 
grains to the tablespoonful of water, added to a wine- 
glassful of water, is not an unpleasant dose.—Medi- 
cal and Surgical Reporter. 


A New Remepy.—The English consul at Laigon 
has been ordered by the foreign office to procure 


and send home a quantity of the bark known as | 
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Hwang nao, which during the four or five 


years has been exported from Tonking to Trinidad, 


past 


and there seems to have proved efficacious in cases 


of leprosy. The tree from which it is obtained is 
hardly known except ‘to missionaries and 


the 


is only 
found in the mountainous forests of north of 
Annam. 

Since the above was in type the following com- 
munication from Prof. W. Thiselton Dyer, to Na 
ture, has come to our notice: 

The following quotation from the report of Kew 
Garden contains some additional information in re- 
gard to it: Hoang-nan a supposed remedy for leprosy, 
Mr. Preston, superintendent of the Trinidad botanical 
garden, has drawn my attention to 


some accounts 


given in Les Missions Catholiques for 1875, des- 
cribing the surprising efficacy of a plant found in 
Cochin China, in the treatment of leprosy and ra- 
bies. The plant is known by the name hoang-nan, 
and the description, which is of the vaguest kind, 
represent it as a climber and its bark as the effi 
cacious portion. M. L. Pierre, the director of the 
botanic garden at Laigon, has obtained me an im 
perfect specimen of the hoang-nan, and informs 
me that he identifies it as a new species of strych- 
nos, which he has named strychnos gautheriana, 
in honor of the ecclesiastic who first gave the vir- 


M. Pierre 
adds some remarks which appear to me worthy of 


tues of the hoang-nan a wider publicity» 


being record, 


nux vomica is regarded in Cambodia and Siam as 


placed on The bark of strychnos 
a poison, no less certain than that extracted from 
The natives have remarked the fact, which 
is also believed to hold good in the case of the cin- 


the seeds. 


chonas, that the bark has the most powerful prop- 
erties when it has been covered with moss or other- 
wise protected from the action of the light. In col 
lecting the bark great attention is paid to the cir- 
cumstances under which it has been produced.”— 7'/, 
Druggist and Paint and Oil Review. 


MENTHOL: A NEw ANrtiserric.—Menthol, or 
peppermint camphor, is a crystallizable body de- 
posited from Chinese oil of peppermint on expo- 
sure to cold. It is met with in the form of small 
colorless fragrant prismatic crystals, not unlike sul- 
phate of magnesia. In fact, first 
from Japan, some twenty years ago, it 


when imported 
was for a 
time suspected to be nothing but Epsom salts fla- 
vored with peppermint. It is now known to have 
a definite chemical composition, and to be the cam- 
It is but 


slightly soluble in water, although it imparts to it 


phor, or stearoptene of peppermint oil. 
its characteristic smell and taste. It dissolves rea- 
ly in alcohol and ether, and in oils, both fixed and 
volatile. It melts at about the temperature of the 


body, and when further heated volatilizes without 


decomposition. From a series of experiments re 
cently undertaken by Mr. Archibald Duncan, a stu- 
dent of the University of Edinburgh, it would ap- 
pear that it is possessed of antiseptic properties 
similar to those of its homologue, thymol. At present 
it can hardly be regarded as a commercial article ; but 
it could be readily imported from Japan, and there 
suppose that 


is no reason to its price would be 


prohibitive. An impure sample sent over from 
Canton, in 1872, was valued at 30s. a pound. We 


are not aware that it has been used in therapeutics ; 
but strong oil of peppermint painted over the part 
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has long been a favorite mode of treatment in 


China for gout and neuralgia, and it might prove 


useful in these complaints. The Japanese ‘‘ Po-ho- 


yo,” or neuralgia remedy, probably contains men- 
thol.—Lendon (Eng.) Lancet. 
Witt DeEFIBRINATED BLoop.,—The 
interest awakened by the successful employment of 
valuable auxili- 
leads me to call 
Prof. Ponfick,* 


knowledge, 


TRANSFUSION 


defibrinated blood, fer rectum, as a 
treatment of disease, 


the 


ary in-the 


attention to experiments of 


which have not been recorded, to 
in any of our journals, and which seem to open a 
I allude to 
the intra peritoneal injections of defibrinated blood, 
which Prof. effec 


tive method of transfusion, devoid of the difficulties 


my 
new sphere of usefulness for this agent. 


Ponfick ranks as a simple and 


and dangers attending the ordinary procedure of 


transferring the blood directly from one person to 
another. 


For some years back Prof. Ponfick, by way of 


experiment, had been injecting defibrinated blood 


into the cavity of dogs, and noticed 


that the reaction following was hardly perceptible, 


peritoneal 


while the absorption of the injected fluid was ex- 


ceedingly rapid. Encouraged by these uniformly 


favorable results, he has lately employed this novel 
method of tgansfusion in‘three patients with per- 
fect 
operation being a slight febrile movement and ab- 


both of duration. The 


the only phenomena following the 


success, 


dominal pain, very short 


quantity injected was 250 grammes in the first case, 
2 


the o in the third patient, 


and Prof. P. thinks that a larger quantity of blood 


350 in second, and 2 
can be introduced without any strain on the heart, 


lungs, or brain, owing to the gradual manner in 
which the absorption of the defibrinated blood is 
effected. 

The apparatus employed is that 
used by Prof. Thomas for intra-venous injection of 
milk, and the whole procedure consists in the in- 
troduction of the through the abdominal 


walls into the peritoneal cavity, and then allowing 


identical with 


canula 


the required quantity of blood to flow in. 

Should further experience with a larger number 
of cases be productive of the same happy results 
obtained by Ponfick, and the direct entrance of the 
injected blood into the circulation be established by 
ascertaining the quantity of red corpuscles in the 
patient’s blood before and after the injection, this 
simple method of transfusion, requiring only ordi- 
nary skill for its performance, can be applied to 
many others than extreme and desperate cases, and 
blood fulfil an indication not 
second in importance to that of 
rectal alimentation, which, until now, it has so ad- 
mirably served.—A. 2. De Luna, in New York 
Med. Record. 


defibrinated will 


supplementary 


SourcE OF CuRARA.—MM. Couty and de Lacordy 
have lately been investigating the source of the re- 
markable poison known as curari, woorara, or ura- 
ri. They believe themselves entitled to conclude 
vegetable and ani- 
mal juices that are added by the 
products obtained from the various species of strych- 


that none amongst the various 


Indians to the 


nos possess the peculiar properties of curara, not 


*Med. Chir. Rundschau, and Rev.de Med. y Cirugia de Madrid, 


Dec. 1879 


The Therapeutic Gazette. 


even those which, like the cocculus, contain a poison 
that under certain conditions appears to act upon 
the excitability of the motor nerves. In view of 
the negative results furnished by the study of these 
and of the results 


accessory substances positive 


that have been obtained by their experiments with 
the strychnos triplinervia, they have have satisfied 
themselves that the curara of the Indians owes its 
the 
that 


They have established this in the case of 


poisonous properties to a strychnos, and to 


different climbing plants which belong to 
group. 
one at least of the species of strychnos employed 
be the most important tribes of Indians, especially 
the Tecunas. the strychnos castel- 
noece (Weddel). that the 


stychnos castelnoeoe as well as the strychnos trip- 


This plant is 

Their experiments show 
linervia yields an energetic poison, the properties 
of which in all respects resemble curara. In two 
dogs they were able to follow all the early stages 
of curara poisoning, and after the arrest of spon- 
taneous respiration they demonstrated, by means 
of the kymograph, the persistence of the circula- 
tion of reflex vascular action and the excitability 
of the pneumogastric. The strychnos castelnoece, 
although more powerful than the strychnos triplin- 
than might be imagined, the 
fifty 
fragments of the stem being insufficient to thorough- 


ervia, is less active 
product of the boiling down of grammes of 


ly curarize a small dog.—/London (Eug.) Lancet. 


AspIDIUM MARGINALE IN TArPEWoRM.—The oleo- 
resin of this species of male fern was used success- 
fully by Dr. Cressler, in 1878, as a tenicide. Prof. 
Maisch, ata recent meeting of the Pharmaceutical 
Society of this city, stated that he also had found it 
valuable. The oleo-resin, diluted with an equal bulk 
of alcohol, had been agitated’ with about fifteen or 
twenty times it weight of sugar, and afterwards with 
sufficient water to form a syrup. Given in this man- 
ner, in divided doses, like oleo-resin of male fern, 
it was well borne by the stomach. The same method 
had subsequently been tried by Mr. Kennedy with 
equal success, as reported by him to the Pennsylva- 
nia Pharmaceutical Association, at its last meeting. 
The only points to be observed were that the rhizome 
should be sound and free from any brown or decayed 


portions.—Phila. Medical and Surgical Reporter. 

PULSATILLA DYSMENORRH‘EA.—Pulsatilla is 
rapidly growing in favor with many practitioners. 
Though a very old remedy, having been known to 
Dioscorides and Pliny, it fell into disuse, if not into 
disrepute, and was not reinstated till the beginning 
I have used pulsatilla main- 


FOR 


of the present century. 
ly in simple dysmenorrheoea, and here it has doubtless 
proved of decided utility. 

The tincture of pulsatila should be made from the 
fresh plant, and given with caution. The dose is 
from three to ten drops.— 7oledo Medical Fournal. 


Arropia.—Dr. Sidney 
poss- 


ACTION OF DUBOISIA AND 
Ringer, in the Practitioner, says: ‘‘ Dubosia 
esses the same properties as atropia, but is far 
more powerful than atropia. Mr. Tweedy found this 
to be the case in regard to the local application to the 
eye. But while duboisia is far more powerful than 
atropia on man, the reverse is the case in respect to 
frogs. Atropia paralyzes far more powerfully the 
motor nervous system, the heart and respiration, in 
frogs than duboisia.”’ 





